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Joanna Thomas installed as Master for 2005-6

Our New Master Says ......

It is a huge honour and privilege to have
been elected to serve as Master of the
Company for the coming year but also
rather daunting as I am all too aware of the
responsibilities which go with the job. I
hope, with your support, to discharge these
to the very best of my ability.  I
wonder what many of my
predecessors would have thought
about the first “lady” Master, not
least my own grandfather, father
and uncle who have all served the
Company in this role in their time?

I am looking forward to
representing the Company both in
the City and to the industry, and to
fostering the Glass Sellers
reputation for integrity, generosity
and good fellowship. I am grateful
to all the Masters who have gone
before for laying such good foundations,
not least our Immediate Past Master, Brian
Rawles. His enormous knowledge of the
City, his great good humour, and the
support of his wife, Katie have resulted in
an outstanding year for the Company – a
hard act to follow, but with the support of
the Honorary Clerk, Col. Audrey Smith, I
know I am in good hands. During  recent

years much has been done to modernise the
Company management and to bring more
Liverymen onto committees, but there are
still practices within the governance of the
Company which I should like to see become
more transparent and inclusive, and I shall

work towards these
during the coming year.

Looking to the year
ahead, one of my first
duties will sadly be to
attend the ceremony of
Decommissioning of
HMS Spartan in January.
The Company has
enjoyed a long affiliation
with this submarine, and
we shall all be sorry to
see her go. I do,

however, hope to secure
an affiliation with a new boat during the
coming year. Following the excellent book
by Past Master Simon Gray “Glass Sellers
and Chinamen – The Court in 1790”, which
I strongly recommend everyone to buy, I
am pleased to announce that Henry Sandon
has agreed to deliver the Ravenscroft
Lecture on 28th February 2006.

Charitable giving is an important aspect

of the Livery at large and our Company in
particular. Thanks to your generosity and
the efforts of the Livery Committee we
were able to boost the Charity Fund by
some £10,000 in the last year, no mean feat.
I would, however, hope that we can all
work together to continue this trend.
During the coming year there will be two
charity events, the Master’s summer
reception at the Royal College of Surgeons
on 20th July and a sponsored Charity Walk
in Epping Forest on 10th September, which
will be suitable for all ages of walker.

Already it seems that there is plenty to
be getting on with, and I look forward to
working with our Prime Warden, Sir
Anthony Hammond and Renter Warden, Dr
Bill Cook. But most of all I look forward
to enjoying our Company events in your
company.

“I am looking
f o r w a r d  t o
fostering the
Glass Sellers’
reputation for
i n t e g r i t y ,
generosity and
fel lowship”

Dr. Joanna Thomas  installed  as Master at
Common Hall in December.

Our new Master with Prime Warden Sir Anthony
Hammond and Renter Warden Dr. Bill Cook.

A New Prime Warden
After a year as Renter Warden, Tony

Hammond becomes the Company’s New
Prime Warden.

 His last year has been a notably busy
one since not only has he been very busy
with our Company’s affairs but he has
continued to be the Standing Counsel to
the General Synod of the Church of
England and as such has had to offer legal
advice as the various national controversies
and Church consequences around such
matters as the Goverment’s Civil
Partnership Act, draft legislation on
incitement to religious hatred, women
bishops etc. have arisen. However his main



New Renter Warden

In the summer of 1988 Bill and Bron
Cook came back from Egypt , their last ICI
posting and that autumn Bill became the
first Director General of British Glass. This
had been set up to take over from the earlier
London based Glass Trade Federation as
well as the industry’s Sheffield based
Research Association. The green valleys of
North Derbyshire and the excitements of
London proved a heady combination which
were much enhanced 5 years later by
membership of the Glass Sellers Company.
Bill spent a total of 11 years in the Glass
Industry and these proved to be highly
eventful. Sadly, as we all know, many  of
these events involved hardship for the
industry which had to cut back relentlessly
on its staffing, fight hard to maintain its
markets in the face of ever rising energy
costs and ever seek new outlets for its
natural inventiveness. These changes
involved seemingly  endless meetings in
Brussels, listening in three languages while
speaking in one and  trying hard not to think
in terms of stereotypes.

In 2000 it was time to hand on the role
and since then he has spent increasing
amounts of time on an old love - music.
Choral singing everything from Palestrina
to Britten and also helping to run the
Richmond Concert Society, which is one
of the most successful Chamber Music
Recital organisations around in the UK, has
been the most fantastic alternative to
retirement - and where better to do such
than in London.

After all, any gaps in the music schedule
can easily be spent with old friends all over
Europe.

A New Assistant to the Court

Professor Brian Toft was elected as an
Assistant to the Court of the Company at
the December 2005 Court Meeting.  Born
and bred a Yorkshireman Brian has pursued
an eclectic professional life.  In the first half
of his career he worked in a diverse range
of organisations including a glass bottle
manufacturing plant, the stationers W. H.
Smith and H. M. Forces.

  It was however while studying for an
Open University Foundation Course in
Technology that he stumbled across the
question that was to change his life- ‘why
do organisations and people on occasion
fail so catastrophically?’

Subsequently, fate provided him with
an opportunity to study this question and
in a flurry of academic activity he gained
places at the universities of Lancaster,
Exeter and Cambridge.

While his reading and research did not
provide any final definitive answer to the
question it did give him the expertise to be

task for the Church was to draft a new
“Measure” or Church law dealing with the
organisation of dioceses and parishes and
Church governance in general. This proved
to need 66 clauses and is thus the largest
new piece of Church legislation for over
20 years.

The highlight of his Church Year was
when he and his wife Avril attended the
opening of the new Synodical Year at
Westminster Abbey in the presence of the
Queen.

Although Avril has also been very busy
with her work for the Royal National
Lifeboat Institution, together they have
been able to take an active part in the social
activities of both the RNLI and our
Company - most notably at Arundel Castle
for the former and at the Master’s
Edinburgh Jolly for the latter.

in the vanguard of the new
emerging discipline ‘Risk
Management’, which has become
a central activity in every major
organisation in the world.

Brian is currently the
Research Director of Marsh Risk
Consulting.  He also holds several
advisory and academic positions
including that of Visiting
Professor of Risk Management at
Coventry University.

 An expert in the investigation
of adverse events, in 2001 Brian was the
first non-physician commissioned by the
Chief Medical Officer for England, on
behalf of the Secretary of State for Health,
to chair an external inquiry into the death
of a patient in the National Health Service.

He is the lead author of ‘Learning from
disasters: a management approach’, an
extended third edition of which has  been
published and he has also authored or
contributed to over fifty published papers.

He is also a Fellow of several
professional institutes in the field of risk
management.

Outside of work Brian has been
involved with activities such as free fall
parachuting, karate, judo and boxing.

However, while such activities are
exciting they become insignificant in
relation to the joy and exhilaration
experienced when Brian’s wife Anne gave
birth to their daughter Emma Elizabeth on
July 7th  this year.

Brian and Anne would like to thank all
the members of the Livery for their
messages of congratulation and the
kindness and generosity they and Emma
Elizabeth have been shown.

The Skills Bureau exists to assist members and the widows of

Liverymen especially, who find themselves faced with difficulties for

which they cannot access professional advice in the normal way.

The skills available encompass an  exceptionally wide range of

disciplines and if  you are unsure whether you can be helped do

please, speak, with the Honorary Clerk, Colonel Audrey Smith,

(telephone 020 7837 1662)

or Brian Rawles, (telephone 020 8398 4712).

You can be assured of complete confidentiality.

The Glass Sellers Skills Bureau.

Our new Master welcomes Brian Toft to the Court



Honary Liveryman
Peter Dreiser M.B.E.

At a bedside ceremony due to his illness,
Peter Dreiser, the eminent glass engraver,
made the necessary declaration and was
duly elected an Honorary Liveryman of the
Company in the presence of the Master, the
Honorary Clerk and Past Master Michael
Nathan as Past President of the Guild of
Glass Engravers.

Peter Trained at the State School for
Art Glass, Rheinbach, Bonn receiving a
sound grounding which was to stand him
in good stead when he came to this country
some 50 years ago.

Here his outstanding talent as a wheel
engraver was soon recognised and he
received many commissions including
several from the Prince of Wales and
Margaret Thatcher when she was Prime
Minister, for engraved glass for
presentation on the occasion of state visits.

His work can be seen in numerous
public glass collections including the
Victoria & Albert in London, the
Fitzwilliam in Cambridge, Broadfield
House in the West Midlands, the Ulster
Museum in Belfast and Corning, N.Y.

Often his work displayed an awareness
of environmental problems depicted with a
subtle sense of humour, as well as revealing
his underlying love of nature.

This award, together with the
subsequent award of an MBE, has given
immense pleasure to his fellow engravers
as Peter has always been unstinting in his
advice and encouragement to his fellow
engravers, particularly students.

Master Brian Rawles looks
back on an eventful year

A year ago, I began my installation
speech by thanking you for making me your
Master.  The Master Glass Seller.  What a
ring that has about it.  Ask any Past Master,
and he will tell you that a glance back at
the illustrious names of our predecessors
brings about an overwhelming sense of
“Who, me…” I have been immensely
privileged to hold the office, and to have
represented the Company and you, the
Livery, about our beloved City of London,
and beyond.

I now renew my thanks to you a
thousand times.  Katie and I have enjoyed
a wonderful year – which is really
impossible to describe adequately.  You
have actually to experience it.

What of the Company?  Well, we have
moved steadily forward with our various
plans to ensure that we are both relevant
and convincing in a fast-changing world,
and, a fast-changing City.  But in all of this,
we have kept before us our underlying
strategy of… never losing sight of who we
are, or what we are.  Nor will we ever…

The Skills Bureau is a reality, and has
been used; but it is important that it is kept
in high profile, and members know that it
exists for them. The next step is to develop
the concept into a wider framework of care,
and I shall be having discussions about this
in the New Year.

The Finance and General Purposes
Committee, is, if you like, the engine room
of the administration, and continues to keep
the Company’s financial strategies on
course.  But much still needs to be done to
make the Company financially secure. Not

many people know that a few short years
ago the Company ran at a deficit.  We are
getting there. However Rome was not built
in a day, but it was eventually built.

The relatively new Livery Committee
has shown its worth by raising some
£10,000 for the Charity Fund. It will go
from strength to strength I am sure, and I
know that it has some exciting events
planned for 2006.

The Trustees of the Charity Fund are
charged with the task of giving expression
to the charitable instincts which lie at the
very heart of our Company.  But here I
cannot avoid introducing a jarring note in
that a very significant number of Liverymen
do not contribute to the Fund. You might
be surprised to know that if every
Liveryman contributed, statistically, this
could increase the Trustees income by some
£10,000 per year… a very significant
amount.

 I do not doubt there are reasons.  But
to be positive, if you would like to talk
about it, please do so – in complete
confidence – to either the Chairman of the
Trustees, or myself.  Who knows, you
might give the Trustees some food for
thought.  But, please, do talk to us.

In passing, I know that certain
Liverymen have made provision in their
wills for a legacy in favour of the Charity
Fund.  Perhaps you would care to think
about that.

The Court is and ever will be, the
sovereign body of the Company, and
contains within it an accumulated
knowledge and love of our Company which
is the very bedrock on which all else stands.
But even here, change has been embraced.
When I first became a Liveryman in… well,
don’t ask… it was a sort of ‘Magic Circle’,
shrouded in mystery, and to become a
member it seemed that you had to have been
a Liveryman forever.  All that has gone.  The
way there now is by commitment and
service to the Company, and I believe that
is how it should be.

We have a wealth of talent within the
Company and we are harnessing it. Its
proceedings have been made much more
transparent by the appointment of two
young Liverymen as Lay Members, who
contribute to discussions (but do not vote),
and they have been a breath of air. They
have now been reinforced by the
appointment of Miss Belle Walker, a
prominent figure in the world of studio
glass.  The establishment of the Annual
Open  Common Hall has contributed to
this openness: The Court has not stood still.

Then, there is the ever-present matter
of increasing our membership.  Again and
again I have said that you, the good

Brian with Peter Dreiser

Continued on the next page



People and events

Dale Chihuly at Kew
Chihuly is now 64 but the output of
this American glass artist is still
phenomenal. His personal
background includes at least 5
European nationalities though he
himself was born in Seattle where
he still has his studios.
Probably he came to general public
notice in this country as a result of
his major V&A exhibition in 1999

but little can prepare the visitor for
the impact of his current exhibition
at Kew Gardens.
By using teams of glass workers in
near factory conditions he is able to
direct the production of huge pieces,
built up from many separate blown
elements.
At Kew these assemblies are
mounted - some aloft, some afloat
in the lake- to great effect both
indoors and outdoors. Several of the
great conservatories are involved
and it is impossible to predict
whether turning the next corner will
bring a view of a great cascade of
glass emerging from the roof or a
whimsical march of small pieces on
the ground through the
undergrowth.
Many in the Livery have already
seen this work which has been on
view through the summer but if you
have not already been there,
hopefully these pictures will
stimulate a visit.

members of the Livery, are our best
recruiting sergeants.  Quite apart from
financial considerations, any ancient
institution needs a constant supply of new
blood, if  for no reason other than to ensure
its future.  Do  please ensure that any person
who is attracted to our Company, its aims
and aspirations, is brought forward for
consideration.

And we’ve had a lot of fun.
I have tried to ensure that the functions

were touched with by certain lightness –
certainly the band at the Banquet made a
lot of people very happy judging by the
sing-alongs that were going on, and from
the kind letters to me.

The Master’s Jolly to Edinburgh was
tremendous. Fifty-five (70 at the final
dinner) Glass Sellers all intent on enjoying
themselves constituted a very jolly crowd
indeed.  The visit to the Hospital of St.
Cross at Winchester was marked by the
presence of a number of Glass Sellers we
had not seen for a long time; it was so good
to see them again.  And all the while, we
were blessed with beautiful weather.

Now, it is time for me to thank my team,
because, make no mistake, the Company is
now run that way, with so many people
making invaluable individual contributions
to our success.  To my Wardens, who gave
me such support and wise counsel; to the
Trustees of the Charity Fund, who kindly
allowed me to attend their meetings; to the
Finance and General Purposes Committee;
to the Livery Committee (who generally
managed to meet when I was elsewhere –
were they trying to tell me something?); to
the Court, who gave me such a gentle ride
in the chair; to the Honorary Clerk who
made so much happen.   To all of you, my
grateful thanks.

And lastly, to Katie. The success, or
otherwise, of a Master depends in no small
measure on the support of his near and dear.
Katie has given that support unstintingly –
as she has done over my last 16 years in
office   I simply could not have done it
without her.

 With the installation of our first lady
Master, Dr Joanna Thomas, the Company
stands on the threshold of a unique period
in its long history.  She takes office with an
impeccable pedigree – her grandfather, her
father, an uncle, and her husband have all
occupied the office of  Master Glass Seller.

I believe we are about to enjoy an
exceptionally fine Mastership, and I wish
her every joy and success in the year ahead.



This year is the 25th anniversary of the
first Glass Sellers Art & Craft Award. In
order to celebrate this milestone the
Company held its first exhibition in
September. This was made possible by the
generous sponsorship of Clevercoms.

The exhibition comprised the work of
this year’s 16 finalists and winners of
previous Glass Sellers Awards, including
such well-known artists as Alison Kinnaird
(whose Psalmsong was shown
at the Victoria & Albert
Museum), Candida Charlton-
Scotter,  Max Jacquard,
Katherine Coleman and Karen
Lawrence. In addition there
was a display of Peter
Dreiser’s work. Peter Dreiser
is a renowned glass artist and
engraver and as reported
elsewhere was recently made
an honorary Liveryman of the
Company in recognition of
his major contribution to
contemporary British glass
engraving.

The 25th anniversary exhibition was
opened by David Whitehouse, the Director
of the Corning Museum of Glass, New York
State. Earlier he had joined the judging
panel of  Liverymen Barbara Beadman,
Tony Oakley, David Williams-Thomas,
Walter Zuber and Peter Layton. There were
a record number of entries for both the main
and student awards, almost 100  in total,
three times as many as the number in any
previous year.

The Company must thank Peter Layton
for his hard work in administering the prizes
and for his advice as how to effectively
advertise the awards.

With so many entries it was not
surprising that it was extremely difficult to

select the finalists; eight rather than the
normal 3 to 5 being selected for both the
main and student awards. After much
discussion by the panel of judges, the main
award was made to Anthony Scala for his
cold cut piece, Paraxis. The student award
went to Diana Dias-Leao for her striking
glass dress. A model has worn the dress,
but unfortunately this was not possible to
arrange either at the exhibition or at the

Annual Banquet at the
Mansion House.

 More than 100 people
attended the Private View on
6th September, including
many glass artists, glass
experts and collectors as well
as some 40 Glass Sellers.
From comments received the
exhibition has succeeded in
raising the Glass Sellers
Company profile in the Glass
Art World.

The Glass Sellers have
been making an effort over
recent years to increase the

Company’s connection with the artistic part
of the glass industry. Apart from inviting
more glassmakers to join the livery, more
of the donations made by the Charity Fund
have been directed towards art glass. More
and larger awards have been made to glass
artists. The glass-in-society project has been
reinvigorated and bursaries to glass
students have been increased.

The Company does intend to hold
exhibitions in future, probably in alternate
years. As shown this year generous
sponsorship such as that offered by
Clevercoms needs to be found so as not to
restrict other projects with which the
Company and the Charity Fund would wish
to be involved and support.

Art & Craft Exhibition –
September 2005

Master Brian Rawles at the exhibition  Liveryman Rohan Chanmugam of Clevercoms

Award winning glass sculpture
by Anthony Scala

Several of the great conservatories are involved
and it is impossible to predict...

...whether turning the next corner will bring a view
of a cascade of glass emerging from the roof...

...or a whimsical march of small pieces.



Stanford and Wood Limited

are specialist brokers in the

insurance of high-value

family possessions and

heirlooms. There are a

number of pitfalls awaiting

those who assume that

standard house contents

insurance will cover the

costs of replacement or

repair of objects of historic,

artistic or longstanding
Stanford and Wood Ltd.,

14 St. Paul’s Square

Birmingham B3 1RG

email:

alan@stanfordandwood.co.uk

Are your most precious

family possessions

adequately insured?

family value. If you are

concerned about the

insurance of such items

please call Alan Stanford or

Martin Sidaway on:

 0121 604 1444.

Do you need to speak

to a specialist?

Hiscox is the UK’s leading
specialist insurer. We can
provide innovative insur-
ance solutions for owners
of high value homes as

Hiscox Insurance Company Limited is authorised and regulated by
the Financial Services Authority. For training and quality control
purposes, telephone calls may be monitored or recorded. 

well as a range of com-
mercial insurances for
many specific types of
businesses.
If you would like to learn

more about the products
we offer then please call
us on 0870 084 37777 or
visit our website at
www.hiscox.com.



OBITUARIES

Sir Peter Crill
On October 3rd the Company lost one

of its most distinguished liverymen in Sir
Peter Crill. Sir Peter joined our Company
in 1994 after he had fulfilled a long career
in Jersey which culminated in his
appointment as Bailiff, that is titular head
of the Island’s Administration.

This was 50 years after one of his most
daring exploits. In 1944 together with two
others he escaped from the Island during
its occupation by the Germans and sailed
to the UK in a twelve foot dinghy. Later he
went to Oxford and was called to the
Middle Temple in 1949.

He always took a part in public life in
Jersey, being elected to the Islands
Parliament as a very young man in 1951.
Progressively he became an Island Senator
and then accepted Crown Appointments
beginning with Attorney General in 1969.
His last appointment was as Bailiff which
involves being both head of the judicial
system and presiding over the operations
of the Parliament.

With such roles in an island community
it must have been difficult to let one’s hair
down but Sir Peter had a well known
reputation for humour amongst his friends
and this survived to the last stages of his
final illness. Our sympathies go to his wife
and family.

Joan Davis
It was with a great mixture of emotions

that our Company attended  Joan’s funeral
on October 21st.

Of course we mourned the passing of
someone we had known for many years and
who had been part of our Services and
Common Hall meetings until so very
recently.

The slow progresses to Church and into
dinner  spoke of considerable physical
problems but then we perhaps also
remembered the giggles with which she
accepted being propelled manually up into
the bus on the last Master’s Jolly.

Her life was beset by difficulties in her
latter years and we know that the earlier
loss of her husband Dereck had been a great
blow, but clearly she took great pleasure in
her continued active contact with our
Company .

 An earlier great love was needlework
at which she was greatly skilled and she
had also run her own shop in the Bond
Street Arcade handling items her husband
did not tackle.

Her passing was marked by a Service
at our St James Garlickhythe led by our
Bishop John and in addition to her family
there were 26 Glass Sellers there- including
all the officers. That was right and proper.

Charity Fund Report

The Charity Fund has a regular annual
income of £50,000. But this year it will be
boosted by the £10,000 raised from the
Swimathon and the Silent Auction at the
House of Lords. In recent years the trustees
have been donating the largest share of the
income towards glass related projects (over
£19,000 in the last financial year). These
included the Art & Craft Awards, the
bursaries & prize at the Dudley
International Glass College and the Glass-
in-Society Schools project.

The original Glass-in-Society scheme
began in 1991 when pupils from Wath-
upon-Dearne school undertook a project
with a wide-ranging brief, which included
subjects such as the history of glass, glass
manufacture, glass blowing and even the
physics of the material.

Support had been given by the Standing
Conference on Schools’ Science and
Technology, whose aim is to excite young
people about science and technology,
industry and engineering. The project also
allows students to earn a Crest Award,
which is a national accreditation scheme
designed to recognise achievement in
science and technology. Since then schools
and colleges around London and from
Plymouth to the West Midlands have taken
part in the initiative and provided enjoyment
and a valuable learning experience for all
the students involved.

Last year Ash Manor School in
Aldershot was supported to carry out the
project. This year Fakenham High School
in Norfolk has just begun the project. Each
school has a slightly different approach; but
they all aim to inform pupils about the use
of glass. Fakenham High School is basing
its project on the work of Dale Chihuly. It
is taking some 60 pupils to Kew to study
his work and to Langham Glass to see what
can be produced in a working glassworks.
The pupils will make 3D designs in plastic
inspired by Dale Chihuly’s work. The eight
best designs will then be made in glass by
Langham Glass. The Glass Sellers will view
the finished pieces next May during the
Master’s visit to Norfolk.

The amount of financial assistance that
we can give to this scheme means that it
can only ever assist a small number of
schools. We hope to obtain sponsorship
from other sources in the years to come to
enable a much wider coverage across the
country. It is hoped to run the project in
two more schools in the near future. These
will be in Birmingham and the Isle of Wight.
It is not only the cost of a project (typically
£4,000-6,000) which limits the number of
schools, but also there is the need for a
liveryman to be a convenient contact for
each project. If any liveryman is interested
in becoming involved, please contact the
Honorary Clerk.

The Assistant Honorary
Chaplain’s Badge

A badge for the use of the Assistant
Honorary Chaplain of the Company was
ordered by the Court in December 1924
but was stolen in a burglary around 1978
and disappeared without trace.

One early morning in March 1988
Liveryman John Thorpe was searching the
antiques stalls in Bermondsey Market when
he recognised the coat of arms of the Glass
Sellers on a medallion which was in a
terrible state of repair.

He negotiated a price of £35 with Mr.
Sweet, the stallholder. Finding that it was
indeed the long lost Company badge he
presented it to the Company when he was
elected to the Court of Assistants in

1989.After  it had been cleaned and repaired
it was valued at over £1000. The badge that
had been made to replace the lost one was
reassigned to become that of the Master’s
Lady while the original 1924 badge was
reinstated to be that of the Assistant
Honorary chaplain and one of the treasures
of the Company.

In the next issue of
The Glass Seller...

We  begin a three part
account of the history of
St. James Garlickhythe.



Glass Sellers Programme
2006

Tuesday 28 February
The Ravenscroft Lecture at Glaziers’ Hall
will be given by Henry Sandon, known to
many from his appearances on the
“Antiques Road Show”.

Monday 6 March
Visit to the Guildhall and Clock Museum

Wednesday 22 March
Court & Livery Dinner and Common Hall
at Stationers’ Hall.

Friday 31 March
United Guilds Service

Thursday 18 May to Sunday 21 May
Master’s visit to Norfolk.

Thursday 22 June
Court & Livery Dinner at Glaziers’ Hall,
Preceded by Summer Evensong in
Southwark Cathedral. Partners and guests
can be invited to both  service and  dinner.

Monday 26 June
Election of Sheriffs

Thursday 21 September
Court & Livery Dinner at Apothecaries’
Hall.

Friday 29 September
Election of the Lord Mayor

Tuesday 31 October
Annual Banquet at the Mansion House.

Friday 10 November
The Silent Ceremony

Saturday 11 November
Lord Mayor’s Show

Sunday 3 December
Advent Service at St James Garlickhythe
followed by Luncheon at Stationers’ Hall.

Thursday 14 December
Court & Installation Dinner – Stationers’
Hall.

The Master plans to arrange a number of
informal visits to glass businesses in the UK,
especially to those of Liveryman. The dates
will be announced in due course.

This Committee, Chaired by Richard Lawman, is looking for a new member, preferably
a lady, drawn from amongst the Liverymen.
It oversees all the working operations of our Company and is responsible to the Court
for taking decisions on matters affecting the Company and looking after the Financing
of the Company. It meets around 8 times per year for about 2 hours, currently at 5.00
pm midweek at the Guildhall.
The Committee includes the Master, Wardens, Honorary Treasurer, Chairman of the
Charity Fund, several Assistants to the Court and also two members drawn from the
Livery at large who serve for a period of 3 years.
The Committee would like to recruit a lady Liveryman to reflect the increasing number
within the Livery but any interested Liverymen should apply.
It is expected that the appointment would operate from March and those interested
should contact the Chairman Richard Lawman (Tel 01923 897749, email
richard.lawman@alex-assoc.co.uk) or the Secretary Martin Scarth (Tel 07768 045540)

Finance and General Purposes Committee.

Installation Dinner photographs by Gerald Sharp Photography
The Glass Seller is published by the Worshipful Company of Glass Sellers of London.
www.glasssellers.co.uk. Copyright The Glass Sellers Company 2005

Liverymen admitted
from June to December

2005

Past Master Simon Gray collects
English Porcelain from the period 1780 to
1830. While researching the history of some
of his pieces he realised how much our
livery company was involved with china as
well as glass. China started to be imported
by the East India Company from 1680
onwards and in the early part of the 18th.
Century became much in demand from the
same people who were the regular
customers of the glass sellers i.e. the Royal
family, the aristocracy and the wealthy. The
East India Company sold its cargoes at
large auctions and the principal purchasers
who became known as “chinamen” were
very often members of our livery. In due
course they also played an important part
in the development of the English china
industry.

Simon Gray’s new book entitled “Glass
Sellers and Chinamen” sets out in some
detail the activities of various liverymen
during the last part of the 18th. Century.
The book is published by the Company with
any surplus going to the Charity Fund. To
order a copy please contact the Honorary
Clerk.

Jackie Theobald and Jenny Nathan were admitted
to the Livery at  the Common Hall  in December.

Richard Bush

Colonel Bill Chesshyre

Jane Colston

Edgar Mobbs

Baron Robertson of Ormond 
 

Peter Tom

Julian Wakeham

Jenny Nathan MBE

Jackie Theobald


