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Our first Glass Seller Lord Mayor

A

The Rt. Hon. The Lord Mayor, Alderman Dr Andrew Parmley, Below: Presentation of Glass Bowl to the Lord Mayor

t the Silent Ceremony at Guildhall on Friday 11th November
2016 our Past Master, Alderman Dr Andrew Parmley became
the first Glass Seller in our 352 year history to be installed as Lord
Mayor of London, the 689th incumbent of that office.
As reported in the Times Newspaper of Saturday 12th November, “City
historians are pretty sure that in the 827 years during which the post has
been in existence, a music teacher had never been appointed Lord Mayor
of London before. It is certain that, of the 688 men and women who have
had the honour, none has performed on stage with Abacus, the tapdancing camel or Mary Chipperfield’s ice-skating chimpanzees.”
To mark this very special occasion the Master, together with the Prime
Warden and Past Masters of the Company, presented the Lord Mayor at
the Presentation of Addresses and Momentos in the Guildhall Art Gallery,
with a magnificent glass bowl engraved with the City of London skyline.
Craftsmen of Dartington Crystal produced and engraved the bowl.
Other than our own gift, the star presentation was the Musicians’ who gave
the Lord Mayor a score for Saxophone entitled “Sax in the City”!

u

u
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The Lord Mayor’s Show
Born: Oct 17th 1956
Education: Blackpool Grammar
School, Royal Academy of Music,
Universities of Manchester and
London; Jesus College, Cambridge
1979 – 2000: Director of Music at:
Blackpool Pleasure Beach; Forest
School; South Hampstead High
School; The Grey Coat Hospital,
Westminster.
2001 – present: Head then Principal
Senior School, The Harrodian School,
Barnes, W London.
1992: Member of Court of Common
Council, Vintry Ward.
2001: Alderman, Vintry Ward.
2002: Liveryman of Glass Sellers;
Master 2013/14.
2014: Sheriff, City of London.

CV Dr Andrew Parmley

n his first full day of office, the new Lord
Mayor presided over the spectacular
Lord Mayor’s Show. In spite of the rain – but
it always seems to rain on Lord Mayor’s Show
Days! – crowds lined the streets for the worldfamous annual procession, which had around
7,000 people taking part this year.
About 40 Glass Sellers and some partners
and guests accompanied the Glass Sellers’
float: a “carriage and glass slipper”. As the
Master said in his interview with the BBC as
the float proceeded down Princes Street
towards Mansion House: “Everyone knows
about Cinderella’s glass slipper; well, our float
is an interpretation of that – the slipper is just
one big gesture to catch the eye and then to
draw attention to many other uses of glass
today: Glass – not just for slippers”.
Roundels surrounded the float, each
illustrating some of the different applications

of glass and the wider glass industries the
Company represents.
As the float passed Mansion House, the
Master stopped to present the Lord Mayor
(actually to his ADC) a second glass gift to
commemorate his new office – a replica
glass slipper also produced by Dartington,
on a cushion sewn by Court Assistant Sami
Pollock-Hill. It was all a bit of fun, and we
did “our” Lord Mayor proud, not least
thanks and to our highly enthusiastic flagwaving, cape-wearing, walkers and riders
with the float, who truly entered into the
spirit of the occasion handing out many
kilograms of sweets and 2000 small flags to
the pavement audience.
After the Show, the Glass Sellers retired
to a German Beer Hall off London Wall
for a well-deserved, celebratory meal and
drink, or two!

The Glass Sellers’ float

The Master with glass slipper for presentation
at Mansion House
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Enthusiastic Glass Sellers and
guests accompanying the float

The Lord Mayor’s Banquet
Lord Mayor's Banquet, Guildhall

A

s the Glass Sellers is one of Andrew’s primary Livery
Companies, with the Musicians (his ‘mother company’),
Vintners and Parish Clerks (but he does have associations with 13
other Companies!), the Master and Mistress were hugely privileged
to attend the Lord Mayor’s Banquet in Guildhall on Monday 14th
November. Just less than 700 guests were present, including the Prime
Minister, Archbishop of Canterbury and Lord Chancellor, who all
spoke. The menu was fabulously presented and the courses were
themed on “tastes of Blackpool”.

Prime Minister speaking at Lord Mayor’s Banquet

Lord Mayor’s Banquet Menu – themed on “tastes of Blackpool”
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Joint Letter from the Master and Mistress

ear Glass Sellers and partners and
friends of our Company, we don’t
always agree on everything, but we can
certainly agree on this: it has been a privilege
and delight to be your Master and Mistress
this year!
As we’re sure our predecessors have
reported at this point in years past, along this
12-month journey there have been
excitements and challenges, and successes
and disappointments.
But overriding all these sentiments is that
we both feel a huge sense of pleasure from
an exhilarating year – and thank you from us
both for giving us this opportunity.
We have made deeper friendships within
our
Company,
and
new-found
acquaintances in other Livery Companies
and across the City which will be fun to
develop in the future. We have learned so
much about the mysteries, traditions and
history of the City. And we have enjoyed
many occasions of delightful hospitality and
kindness as we have had the honour of
representing our Company.
We have also enjoyed a year when the
Company has been so active on many fronts,
many of which are written-up in the pages of
this edition of the Glass Seller.
The pinnacle of the year must be the
installation of our first Glass Seller as
Lord Mayor, and what luck for us that we
were the incumbent Master and Mistress for
this historic occasion for our Company. We
chuckle about Andrew’s association with
many Livery companies – 17 at the last
count! – but be assured, his affection for the
Glass Sellers is right up at the top, and we
have already benefitted hugely in terms of
the promotion and standing of our
Company within the City from his election
to Lord Mayor.
Andrew, Wendy we’re all routing for you
and wish you both every success in your
Mayoralty. As I wrote at the time of your
election, we Glass Sellers stand ready to
assist you in any way we can.
There are then some other occasions in
2016 that have been quite exceptional: our
Jolly in Poland was …. well, very jolly
indeed! Thank you again to so many of you
making the trip.
The Great Fire Schools Project was
outstanding – all thanks to Liveryman Mark
Holford. We are ashamed to say it was our
first visit to St Stephen Walbrook (what a
National treasure!), but it was actually quite
emotional to see the Schools’ and Artists’
work exhibited in such a wonderful venue.
We have had some excellent Court and
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Master and Mistress at Silent Ceremony, Guildhall

Livery Dinners as well as the inaugural
Glass Lunch; and of course the Annual
Banquet at Mansion House was an evening
of memories for us both and for many
members of our family. Thank you to the
Liverymen who received and accepted the
Master’s call to speak on those occasions!
All year our Charity Fund has been
ever-active. The Glass-in-Society projects
have taken yet another major step forward
reaching new schools and pupils and
helping to spread the word about Glass to
the next generation. Thank you to many of
you who have contributed towards our
Charity Fund. We have had some
successful Fund raising activities during the
year, including the donation from those
attending the Jolly, the Mistress’ tea party
in June, and the auction by Andy
McConnell of the two wonderful pieces of
glass at the September Glass Lunch.
The decision to link the Company with
Glass Futures is potentially a pivotal
moment in our Company’s history, an
initiative introduced to us by Liverymen
Richard Katz and Dave Dalton. Read more
about this on the next page, but suffice to say
here this formal association with British
Glass will strongly further enhance the

Company’s relevance with today’s and the
future Glass Industry.
Our associations with our submarine HMS
ARTFUL, the City of London & North
East Sector of Army Cadets, the Guildhall
School of Music and Drama and St James
Garlickhythe are also thriving and healthy.
As Master, it is one of the sadnesses of the
office to receive news of illness, accident and
death of members of our fellowship, and
regrettably there have been a number of those
this year. Our thoughts go out to their
partners, families and friends. But
conversely, it is a joy to greet new Freemen
to our Company, and there have been ten of
you in the past 12 months. Welcome!
In concluding this joint letter, can we just
say a final and sincere thank you to all who
have helped, encouraged, and advised us
through the year – as well as those who have
given up so much time of their own to help
the Company move forward in many varied
ways. You are too many to mention here, but
you all know who you are and how sincerely
we have appreciated your support.
It remains for us to say best wishes to you
all; and may the Company flourish, root and
branch, and good health to the (new) Master!
William and Ali

A

t the September Court Meeting, the
Court approved the Glass Committee’s
recommendation, following a due diligence
exercise, that the Glass Sellers Company
should accept an invitation to join the
Advisory Board of a new, not-for-profit
venture, Glass Futures Ltd. The Court
considered the opportunity to join Glass
Futures’ Advisory Board was a ‘must’
allowing the Livery to actively participate in
the future of the glass industry, thus enabling
the Livery to take a big step forward to
enhance the Livery’s relevance to the glass
industry again, fulfilling its original objective.
Glass Futures is in the process of being set
up by a number of British and overseas
Companies and Universities including
Guardian Industries, one of the world’s largest
float glass manufacturers, Siemens, The
University of Leeds, The British Glass
Manufacturers’ Confederation and Swarovski
with a collection of other Companies and
Universities in the process of joining to create
a Global Centre of Excellence for Glass
Research, Innovation and Training. Glass
Futures is, in effect, a Glass
Industry/Academia Catapult-like CoOperative whose aim is to bring the glass
industry well and truly into the 21st Century.
At the heart of Glass Futures will be a
unique 30tonne/day glass tank designed to
run on a variety of fuels to enable research
into lowest cost/most efficient/lowest
environmental impact with multi-capability
to support float, container and fibre glass
processes.
Working with Academia and the supply
chain, strategies include:
• High Level Research into future glass
technologies and compositions with the aim

Glass Futures

Hot-end glass bottle production

of fast-tracking new high-tech developments
to production
• Substantially improving production
processes and productivity
• Carbon Reduction to more than meet 2030
targets. That means a minimum of 57%
emissions reduction compared with 1990.
• Industry 4.0; Ambition to be the first industry
to fully digitise its production processes
• Retraining, upskilling, Apprenticeship
delivery and cultural change across the
sector
The overall project is expected to cost
around £20million with the Sheffield LEP
hopefully contributing around half with the
balance from the industry itself. The common
denominators with the Livery are Glass
Futures’ Director, Court Assistant Richard
Katz, and British Glass’ CEO, Liveryman

Automated cutting of continuous float glass ribbon into giant window panes

Dave Dalton. Neither Richard nor Dave have
taken any part in encouraging the Livery to
join Glass Futures. They simply allowed the
Livery Company to be aware of the
opportunity and answered questions.
Whilst there is no guarantee of success, all
Advisory Board members contribute £15,000
to cover initial costs but, in view of Glass
Sellers not being able to benefit in the same
way as manufacturing members, an
arrangement was made whereby the Glass
Sellers contribution would be £5,000 over
each of three years.
The Glass Committee has agreed to carry
responsibility for liaison with Glass Futures
and Maria Chanmugam has kindly offered to
sit on Glass Futures’ Advisory Board and
report back to the Glass Committee.
Richard Katz
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Master’s Jolly, Glass Sellers in Warsaw And Kraków

ongratulations to the Liverymen and
their partners – 48 in total – who took up
the challenge of joining the Master’s Jolly in
May at Kraków, Poland; and especially those
who took-in Warsaw for a warm-up
beforehand – and an even bigger applause to
James Armitage and Marion and Vivian
Bendall and Angela who drove the
~3,000kms round trip from UK.
Warsaw Programme included: (Tues 10th
May) walk through the Old Town to supper;
(Weds 11th) Gardens of Wilanow Palace;
Lazienki Park and the Chopin Statue;
Uprising Museum; dinner at Villa Foksal;
(Thurs 12th) InterCity Express to Krakow.
Kraków Programme included: welcome
reception at Holiday Inn; (Fri 13th) Wawel
Castle & Cathedral; Main Market Square &
St Mary’s Church; Jewish Quarter & Remah
Synagogue; dinner at Kogel Mogel; (Sat
14th) bus trip round Kazimierz and Podgorze
Quarters; Schindler’s Museum; Wieliczka
Salt Mine; reception and dinner at Miod I
Wino; (Sun 15th) Eucharist at The Old
Catholic Church, conducted by Hon
Chaplain.
Independently, a few took the opportunity
of visiting Auschwitz (66kms from Kraków),
either before or after the Jolly, but this was
not part of the programme.

St Kinga’s Chapel carved into the rock salt, deep in
the mine

Wilanow Palace, Warsaw, in bright sunshine...
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Market Square, Warsaw Old Town

Wall made from tombstone fragments at the Old
Jewish Cemetery of Kraków

With our guide Andrzej by a model of Wawel Castle,
Kraków

… and drenching rain!

Stalin’s gift to Warsaw –
Palace of Culture and Science

Master’s Jolly, Glass Sellers in Warsaw And Kraków

Highlights? Well, there were many: we ate
and drank well, and not only Polish pierogi
(dumplings). The most surprising was
mushroom soup served in a bowl made of
bread; and then flaming skewers of pork
tenderloin served on a sabre to the
accompaniment of Khachaturian’s Sabre
Dance!
The stamina of the party was impressive
particularly those whose legs were perhaps
not in the first flush of youthful fitness.
Undeterred by many kms of cobble stones on
the Friday, and then some 400 wooden steps
down into the Museum at Wileiczka Salt
Mine on Saturday (although there was a slight
note of concern when we heard the lift back
up had broken – but finally returned to ground
level in a small cramped service lift), spirits
were still not dampened at the final dinner –
perhaps fuelled by a glass or 2 of local
vodka – when a local musical troupe got
everyone on the floor dancing. Well was that
a first: dancing Glass Sellers?

St Mary’s Church, Kraków

Descending the 378 wooden steps to the 64-metre
level of Wieliczka Salt Mine

Kraków Main Market Square

Right and below: last night festivities
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Charity Update

Another busy year for
the Charity Fund

2016 has been a busy year for the charity.
The Trustees have made significant progress
on our existing projects and supported some
exciting new ventures too.
About 46% of our annual giving is to
education. This year it increased to over 50%
because of the Charity’s support for the Great
Fire schools’ competition.

Students with GRP boats Rib-it and the Bullet

Glass in Society has reached at
least 4000 students this year.

We are currently working with schools in
the West Midlands, Hampshire and London.
Our sponsorship of the Big Bang Fair in
Hampshire raised awareness of the Company
and Charity to a much wider audience.
Around 1000 students and their teachers from
all over Hampshire attended. As a result, the
project in Hampshire is thriving in its first
year.
At the end of the summer term Charity
Trustee, Andrew Brockett, visited the QinetiQ
(Haslar) base in Gosport to watch students
from Brune Park School race their two GRP
Powerboats. The main objective of the
school’s GIS project was for students to
design and build a model powerboat from
GRP. Stephen G Shaw, the school’s
Innovation & Development Manager said
“the contribution to students’ learning and
career information, including apprenticeship
pathways, was excellent. Their awareness of
the Glass industry likewise. Brune Park
Community School very much looks forward
to the possibility of working with the Glass
Sellers in the future”.
Of our many projects in the Midlands one
that has, potentially, the greatest reach is the
Phiz Lab at Shrubland Street Primary in
Leamington Spa. It is the first of its kind in
the country.
Primary schools very rarely have dedicated
science labs. The Phiz Lab initiative is about
creating a dedicated science learning
environment to support and engage teachers
and pupils. The GSCF was approached by
the school to support this innovative project
by funding a microscope “to use glass to
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make careful observations in
science”. The primary aim
was to create a shared
resource for a partnership of
12 schools to allow whole
class microscopy projects to
support the ‘Working
Scientifically’ aspect for the
KS1 and KS2 Science
curriculum.
This will provide regular
opportunities for a larger
number of children to use
microscopes independently
to make and record careful
observations to help answer
their enquiry questions.
A set of resources is also
being developed to help
participating teachers get the
most out of the resource in
their classrooms.
The
project commenced in
September 2016. An investment of under
£1000 will benefit 3254 students in the West
Midlands.

Our GIS projects around the country are
contributing to the learning and development
of at least 4000 students this year.

Connor Garton Specimen Series
Photo Dave Williams

visit Salisbury Cathedral.
The exhibition has no doubt
helped to raise awareness of
both the Glass Sellers
Company
and
the
spectacular work that can be
achieved with glass.
Sponsorship of the
Contemporary
Glass
Society’s (CGS) New
Graduate Review was a new
venture and an enormously
successful one. The CGS
felt this publication would
be more inclusive of
graduates who were not able
to show at the ‘New
Graduates’
exhibition.
Students from sixteen
different courses across the
country submitted entries. This publication
was a fantastic opportunity to circulate and
promote the work of exceptional graduates to
a broad, international audience. The winner
of the CGS Glass Prize 2016 was Connor
Garton from the University of Sunderland.
You will find the full story on our web site.

Our support of youth worker, Amy Stott, at
St Luke's Canning Town has also been going
very well. Amy, who has been a part of the
team since 2011, will be ordained into the
Church of England in winter 2017.

More good news from St Luke’s

Finally, news of our
Abbott Scholar

Fawkes and Jackson – Inhale Exhale – Reflection –
Salisbury Cathedral by Ash Mills

We continued our support of glass artists
through two major initiatives this year. Our
sponsorship of Reflection at Salisbury
Cathedral featured specially made pieces by
nine internationally known artists. They
included Sally Fawkes and Richard Jackson
who were winners of the Glass Sellers Art &
Craft Award. Over 500,000 people a year

Glass Art

I am very proud that our 2015 Abbott
Scholar, Josh Vernon became my Apprentice
at the ‘Glass Lunch’ in September. He is
doing exceptionally well achieving a
distinction at his first year exams. Josh says
that our support has helped to reduce the
stress and financial pressures of the year. It
has also allowed him to participate more
actively in Oxford life. We will no doubt be
seeing Josh at a dinner next year,
So does the GSCF provide good value? As
a Trustee I am very proud of what we have
achieved with very modest resources. We
have generated a massive return on your
investment raising the profile of the
Company, supporting thousands of young
people and raising awareness and promoting
the numerous uses of glass.
We will continue to keep you updated of
progress through the web site.
Maria Chanmugam, November 2016

M

Artist Sandy Horton with the winning glass artwork

ajor celebrations took place in The
City of London to mark the 350th
anniversary of the Great Fire, which occurred
between 2nd and 5th September, 1666. As
part of the commemoration, the Glass Sellers
looked for an original way to celebrate this
great historical event in glass and chose 10
London secondary schools (all but one
having Livery Company affiliations) each to
design a piece of glass artwork on the theme
of the Great Fire, in collaboration with a
leading contemporary glass artist.

The project was managed by Liveryman
Mark Holford supported by the Master, the
Clerk and the Company’s Glass Committee
and kindly funded by the Trustees of our
Charity and the Charles French Funds.
The process started by pupils, all in Years
8/9 (aged 13/14), learning what happened;
they then worked with the artist to design a
work that interpreted their vision of the Fire;
and the final stage was for the artists to
manufacture the works in their studios.
These works were exhibited on 1st and 2nd
September in the particularly light and
spacious church of St Stephen Walbrook, next
to Mansion House.
On the morning of Thursday 1st, three
judges (engraver and Hon Liveryman
Katherine Coleman MBE; Dartington Glass

Project design in process

Managing Director Neil Hughes; and Glass
Sellers’ Charity Trustee Maria Chanmugam)
had the difficult task of selecting a winner and
runner-up. The judges looked for originality
and inclusiveness of all the participants as well
as creativity.
At a reception in St Stephen Walbrook on
the Thursday evening the Lord Mayor, Lord
Mountevans, announced the winning school:
City of London Academy Islington, with artist
Sandy Horton; and the Runner-Up, Holy
Family Catholic School Walthamstow with
artist Jenny Ayrton.
The Exhibition at St Stephen’s was open to
the public on the 1st and 2nd. Fittingly, the last
visitors were the Lord Mayor of Manchester
and other mayors, waiting to attend a tea party
with the Lord Mayor to commemorate their
cities’ donation of a total of £12,743 in 1666,
to provide temporary shelter for those who had
lost their homes in the Fire.
On Saturday 3rd, thanks to arrangements
made by the Clerk and with the kind

Winning project pupils from the City of London
Academy Islington

permission of Lord Salisbury, the exhibition
moved to Hatfield House in an excellent
public space above the restaurant. Many
people visited the Exhibition (and one visitor
even wished to purchase one of the pieces!).
On the last day of the Exhibition,
participating pupils from four out of the ten
schools attended a set of morning lectures on
the Great Fire, glass making, and Hatfield
House itself.
The 2016 Ravenscroft Lecture was held on
September 8th in the Museum of London and
also themed on the Great Fire.
It was presented by Hazel Forsyth, the
Museum’s Senior Curator of the Medieval and
Post-Medieval Collections. As Hazel said,
“The Great Fire of London caused more
damage to the fabric of the City than the Blitz
in the Second World War. It was a time of
momentous change and opportunity. Glass
was melted in the intense heat but some pieces
have survived, including a hoard found in a
cellar under Gracechurch Street, which had
been partially protected by a layer of burnt
material and charred beams. What do these
fragments tell us about London life in one of
the most dynamic periods of English history?”
The Lecture coincided with the publication
of Hazel’s book Butcher, Baker, Candlestick
Maker: Surviving the Great Fire of London;
and also with the fascinating Fire! Fire!
Exhibition at the Museum which lecture
attendees had the opportunity to view
beforehand. We were pleased to welcome 17
Masters from other companies, and also to
enjoy a balmy late Summer evening and a
reception outside on the Museum’s Terrace.

Ravenscroft Lecture
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Glass Sellers’
Beethoven Piano
Prize 2016

O

n Thursday, 17 November the Guildhall
School of Music & Drama held the
finals of the annual Glass Sellers’ Beethoven
Piano Prize. This year’s winner was Soohong
Park for an outstanding performance of the
Sonata in E major No.30, Op. 109.
The adjudicator was Bryce Morrison,
professor of keyboard literature and
performance at The Royal Academy of Music.
This is the second year the Glass Sellers’
Company, through our Charity, has awarded
the prize to a Guildhall School pianist who
performs the most stylistic and engaging
performance of a Beethoven sonata.
Soohong’s exceptional performance makes
him a well-deserved winner, and we hope to
be able to hear him play for the Company at

a Court and Livery Dinner in 2017. It was
also delightful to see in the audience our
2015 winner, Yundu Wang.
Soohong Park was born in Jeju, South
Korea. He completed his Bachelor and
Masters of Chamber Music degrees at the
Musikhochschule Detmold studying under
Dina Urgorskaja, Alfredo Perl and Peter
Orth. He is currently studying piano
performance on the Guildhall Artist Masters
course with Ronan O’Hara.
Sixteen
competitors
entered
the
competition this year. The other finalists
were:
Martha Puig – Sonata in E flat major
No.13, Op.27.
Marina Staneva – Six Bagatelles Op.126
Krzysztof Moskalewicz – Sonata in E flat
major No13. Op.27
The Glass Sellers’ Company is delighted
to support the Guildhall School and continue
our long-standing commitment to aspiring
young musicians. In his address to the
audience, the Master commented “that this

The Master and 2016 Prize Winner, Soohong Park

year’s Competition Final recitals fell in a
very good week for music in the City, on
account of the installation six days before of
the new Lord Mayor – the first music teacher
to hold that office and whose Lord Mayor’s
Appeal was totally focused on music: the
LSO Discovery programme; St Paul’s Music
Outreach and Music in Hospitals.”

HMS Artful

On March 18th the Master, Past Masters
Guy Harrison and Martin Scarth and Court
Assistant Richard Katz had the pleasure of
witnessing at the Faslane Naval Base the
commissioning of our submarine, HMS
ARTFUL, attended by the First Sea Lord and
his wife, Lady Zamballas, who is the boat’s
Lady Sponsor. The ceremony was the
moment when the Commanding Officer,
Commander Stuart Armstrong, received the
Commissioning Warrant to take command
and formally bring the warship into Naval
Service. We can expect ARTFUL to be an
active and formidable member of the Fleet –
and the Glass Sellers’ affilation with her – for
the next 30 years.

Commissioning

On November 17th, three lucky Glass
Sellers, James Armitage, Matthew Demon and
Richard Katz, were invited to join three
Liverymen from the Glovers’ Company and
the Mayor of Southampton to a wonderful
Black-Tie Dinner hosted by Commander
Stuart Armstrong, and 15 of his Officers. It
was a most enjoyable occasion, and there
didn’t seem to be a shortage of fine Scotch
whisky either!
The dinner was held in the Officers’ Mess
in the huge Faslane Naval Base on the Clyde
where ARTFUL is undergoing some final
modifications prior to her first operational
mission. A brand new ‘A’ Class Nuclear
Submarine built at Barrow-in-Furness by

HMS ARTFUL Affiliates Dinner
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BAE, ARTFUL completed her sea trials with
a quick trip to the United States a couple of
months ago.
While at Faslane we were welcomed
onboard and given a detailed inspection –
absolutely fascinating. This included the
‘weapons room’ which holds 16 not exactly
conventional ‘torpedoes’ – Tomahawks –
that immediately after firing, burst through
the surface and become cruise missiles. The
submarine is enormous with something
like 6 or 7 levels but most of the space is
taken up by myriads of pipes, cables,
electronics and computers leaving tiny
spaces for over 100 crew.
We were shown virtually the entire
operation areas including the nuclear power
plant, the control rooms, and also the
galley, which is extraordinary being not

HMS Artful

Cdr Stuart Armstrong with Lady Zambellas,
ARTFUL’s Sponsor

much larger than the equivalent of half-adozen phone boxes.
We were truly honoured to be treated so
well as part of the ‘Artful Family’.
Richard Katz

Annual Banquet,
Mansion House

O

n the 25th October the Glass Sellers’
celebrated another magnificent Annual
Banquet at Mansion House.
We were welcomed by a very smart stair
guard from the City of London and North
East Sector Army cadets; the Egyptian Hall
looked wonderful, as ever, the menu and
wines were delicious; the music and
especially the Post Horn Gallop excellent –
thanks to the London Banqueting Ensemble;
and the speech’s witty and entertaining.
This year we were honoured by the Lord
Mayor himself (the first time at our Banquet
for at least 10 years), accompanied by the

Lady Mayoress and the new Sheriffs,
Aldermen William Russell and Peter Estlin
and their Ladies.
Past Master Rt Reverend Dr John Waine
welcomed our guests, and the General Lord
Dannatt, the Principal Guest, responded with
some tales of his time while Constable of the
Tower of London.

Tom Bagley, Glass Sellers Best Apprentice of the Year

Past Master, Rt Revd John Waine welcoming the guests

A

Egyptian Hall

Chosen Man presented to Lord Mayor and General
Lord Dannatt

Before the dinner, the Chosen Man –
Corporal (now Sergeant!) Megan
Crudgington – of our affiliated Army Cadets
Signals Section was presented to the Lord
Mayor and General Lord Dannatt. And
during his speech, the Master invited the
Lord Mayor to present Tom Bagley, from
Ardagh Glass in Barnsley, with the Glass
Sellers’ Best Apprentice of the Year Award.
The Master also presented the Lord Mayor
with a cheque from our Charity Fund for his
Appeal Charities (the Sea Cadets and Type
1 diabetes charity, JDRF).
Our thanks go to the Clerk for all the
extensive arrangements needed for such a
grand occasion; it was Caroline’s last day as
Clerk.
And many commented the evening had a
buzz and a warm, friendly and fun
atmosphere…. long may that also continue
to flourish, root and branch…

St James Garlickhythe Presentation

t the Service at St James Garlickhythe on
November 20th, The Master presented
the church with a pictorial representation of
our processional banner, to celebrate our long
and very happy association with St James. In
his brief address, the Master said:
“When we celebrated in 2014 our 350th

Presentation at St James Garlickhythe

anniversary of the granting of our Charter by
Charles II in 1664, the Company produced
(through the great efforts of our Past Master
John Hitch) our splendid processional banner.
On its reverse are written many of the links
we have with St James – including the
Rectors who were our chaplains; the
presentation of the chandelier (and its
predecessor which was destroyed in the
collapse of a crane); the Royal Jubilee Bells;
the support to the Church by a number of
Liverymen and Past Masters in so many ways,
not least the Glass Seller and former Choirboy,
who lobbied the Bishop of London in 1963
that enabled the church to re-open and become
active again.
Now, our association with the church is 98
years old. But rather than waiting for the
centenary in 2019, we wanted today to mark
yet another incredible link between the Glass
Sellers and St James.
And that of course is the occasion of your
Organist, our Past Master, and the first Glass
Seller in our history, to be installed as Lord
Mayor – Alderman Dr Andrew Parmley.
And so on this occasion of the attendance
of the Lord Mayor, it is my honour and huge

delight to present the Church with this
pictorial representation of our banner, so
readers at their leisure can peruse our links, of
which we are so proud.”

RIP

Liveryman Michael Meads on 4 Dec
2015 (Hon Almoner, 2013 – 2015;
Clothed: June 1992)
Liveryman Dave Perkins on 13 Jan
2016 (Clothed: Dec 2009)
Liveryman Paul Bowen on 16 May
2016 (Assistant Clerk, 1999 – 2004;
Clothed: June 1987)

Jane Ellison on 23rd May 2016 (widow
of our Hon Liveryman Rt Revd Gerald
Ellison, Hon Chaplain 1951 – 1973,
until he became Bishop of London)
Liveryman Don Huntingford on
12 Nov 2016 (Hon Auditor 1975 – 83;
Court Assistant and then Hon Assistant
1983 -2001; clothed Dec 1967)
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Change of Clerks – Welcome Lance!

A

New Honorary Clerk, Lance Whitehouse and wife Vena

s announced several months ago, our
Clerk Caroline decided to accept a
new appointment and accordingly resigned
from the Glass Sellers to date 25th
October. Clearly after such a short period
in the role, this is a most unfortunate
situation, but we thank Caroline for the
immense efforts she has made on the
Company’s behalf in many areas. We wish
her all success in the future.
Caroline has fully supported the Court
and Livery during her notice period and in
fact is also supporting the Master Elect with
the arrangements for the Installation Dinner
on Dec 13th while we are in a transition
period. Of course this is most welcome and
appreciated.
The Chairman of the Succession and
Appointments Committee, Past Master

Vivian Bendall, quickly kicked off the
process to find Caroline’s successor, which
has been highly successful: as we look
forward to the coming year, we can
announce the arrival of our new Honorary
Clerk, Lance Whitehouse.
Lance is a Past Master and member of the
Worshipful Company of Makers of Playing
Cards. A member of 3 City Wards and of the
City Pickwick Club, he has completed the
City Management course and is also a
qualified guide for the City of London.
Lance is working with both the Sheriff
and Recorders Fund and PAN (an
organisation helping trafficked women and
working to keep guns out of the hands of the
youths of the City).
His commercial life has been involved,
almost exclusively, with global steel trading.
Having travelled a great deal for work he is
now more than ready to bring his focus back
to his roots in the City.
His main interests are photography, clay
pigeon shooting and City history.
Lance is married to Vena, a semi-retired
civil servant with over 40 years of service in
the Border Force (previously the
Immigration Service).
They have 2
daughters and one grandson and live in
Essex at Great Chesterford about 10 miles
south of Cambridge.
We warmly welcome Lance and Vena, and
wish them a long and very happy association
with the Glass Sellers.

Company’s Officers for Year 2016/17

Master
Prime Warden
Renter Warden
Master’s Assistant
Honorary Clerk
Beadle
Immediate Past Master
Honorary Chaplain

Honorary Archivist
Honorary Almoner
Honorary Treasurer
Chairman, Charity Trustees
Chairman, Succession & Appointments
Committee
Chairman, Interview Committee
Chairman, Glass Committee
Chairman, Finance & General Purposes
Committee
Chairman, Livery Committee

Peter Rawlinson
John Poulten
Leigh Baildham
Richard Katz
Lance Whitehouse
Tony Parker
William Knocker
Hon Liveryman
The Revd Canon Philip Need
Lay Assistant Edgar Mobbs
Lay Assistant The Revd Hugh Taylor
Lay Assistant Kenny Fraser
Past Master Prof John Whiteman
Past Master Vivian Bendall

Past Master Guy Harrison
Master’s Assistant Richard Katz
Court Assistant James Armitage
Court Assistant Dr Chris Stoot

Appointments and/or titles of some of the above to be confirmed following the Court Meeting and Common Hall on December 13th

Welcome new Liverymen,
new Freemen!

Patricia Diskin (Dec 2015, Freeman)
Denise Lee (Dec 2015, Freeman)
Myrianthe Mylonas-Prior
(Dec 2015, Freeman)
Sarah Miles
(Dec 2015, Freeman;
Mar 2016, Liveryman)

Laurence Nicolas (Dec 2015, Freeman)
Joanna Stephany
(Dec 2015, Freeman;
Mar 2016, Liveryman)

Janet Sergison (Jun 2016; Freeman)

Ifthikhoque Harul (Jun 2016; Freeman)
Hon Chaplain, Revd Philip Need
(Jun 2016; Hon Liveryman)
Norman Cuddeford
(Jun 2016; Hon Liveryman)
Dr Christopher Maxwell
(Sept 2016; Freeman)

Jason Klein (Sept 2016; Freeman)

Dates for your 2017 Diary
Court and Livery Dinners and
the 2017 Annual Banquet
Thursday March 23rd
Drapers’ Hall

Thursday June 15th (Service and Dinner)
St. James Garlickhythe,
Painter-Stainers’ Hall
Thursday September 21st
Saddlers’ Hall

Tuesday October 31st
Banquet at Mansion House
Tuesday December 12th
Stationers’ Hall
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