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On the threshold...
Installation Court and Livery Dinner at Stationers’ Hall, 12 December 2013

Gwen Rhys being installed as Prime Warden, assisted
by Liveryman Honoris Causa, Anthony Parker

T

he installation of Master, Prime
Warden, and Renter Warden, with
diverse appointments to the Court and
Livery took place on the threshold of
the Worshipful Company of Glass
Sellers’ 350th Anniversary.
King Charles II signed the Company’s
Charter on 25th July 1664. The portrait on
the front cover captures the Monarch in all
his pomp and glory.
Following age old tradition Alderman
Andrew Parmley made his declaration and
signed the Declaration Book to become
Master. Gwenllian Rhys followed suit to
become Prime Warden, and William

Knocker became Renter Warden.
William Chesshyre and Richard Katz
became Court Assistants.
Michael Meads became a Lay Assistant to
the Court as Almoner and Edgar Mobbs a
Lay Assistant to the Court as Archivist.
Vivian Bendall received his Past Master’s
Badge of Office.
Mistress Wendy Parmley received her
Badge of Office.
The Beadle, Anthony Parker, was
appointed a Liveryman Honoris
Causa. In addition, three
Freemen and two
Liverymen were
installed.
The Glass Sellers’ Company
was thus strengthened and
invigorated for the future, whilst
simultaneously looking back
over our 350 year history.
The Court was duly closed.
A Reception followed where
everyone in turn greeted the
Master and Wardens, after which
Dinner was served.
Excellent wines and a sumptuous
meal were followed by the Grace and the
Loving Cup Ceremony.
Toasts were drunk to Her Majesty the
Queen, the Royal Family, and the Lord
Mayor and Corporation of the City of
London.

Andrew Parmley
making his
declaration to
become Master

Glass Sellers’ Tankard
Each year the Glass Sellers’ Tankard is
awarded to a member of the crew of
HMS Artful.

The Master receiving congratulations
from his predecessor
William Knocker as Renter Warden

Able Seaman Grant Weaver, winner of the Glass
Seller’s Tankard

William Chesshyre making his Declaration to
become a Court Assistant
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This year Able Seaman Grant Weaver
received his tankard from the Master. His
citation said:
‘Able Seaman Grant Weaver has
throughout the course of the year
performed outstandingly well, outside his

HMS Artful under construction

u

u normal duties and responsibilities. He
has been involved in a number of fund
raising activities in support of the Boat’s
“welfare fund” and raised money for the
charities which we, as a crew, aim to
support. In so doing he completed the
gruelling 40 mile Keswick to Barrow
walk (for the second time and in
appalling conditions), promoted the
biggest uptake of the year in payroll
giving to the Royal Navy and Royal
Marines Benevolent Charity (which
resulted in a prize donation for ARTFUL)
and has organised numerous social
events. A keen supporter of all our
affiliations, AB Weaver has consistently
demonstrated the highest of standards

were the Master Playing Card Maker,
accompanied by his Clerk, and the Master
Hackney
Carriage
Driver,
also
accompanied by his Clerk.
Guests of Liverymen included a strong
team from the Glass Academy, and
Institutions with which the Academy
works. They were present as Guests of
Richard Katz.
Diana Vernon, Head Mistress of the City
of London School for Girls, David Leech
and Ian Lawless, who run a successful
Design Studio, were also Richard’s Guests.

Jonathan Shiels being greeted by the Master

speech by inviting Members of the
Glass Sellers’ Company to rise and toast
‘Our Guests’.
Jonathan replied with a short and witty
speech which somehow managed to link
Good King Wenceslas with the pizza
phrase ‘deep pan, crisp and even!’
Immediate Past Master, Guy Harrison,
proposed the toast to the Glass Sellers’
Company and the evening’s proceedings
were brought to an end by the Master, who
proposed the toast To Glass.
Michael Meads makes his declaration

Edgar Mobbs signs the Declaration Book

and is a shining light amongst the Boat’s
Company, always upholding the finest
traditions of the Royal Navy.’
The toast to our Guests was proposed by
Court Assistant William Chesshyre. He first
welcomed the Captain and some of the crew
from our affiliated Submarine
HMS Artful.
Our Livery Guests

A number of other Guests were named
and greeted ending with Effie Kass, a
personal Guest of the Master. She had
flown from Melbourne especially for the
occasion and arrived at 6 a.m. that morning.
William said ‘you are all most welcome
as are those whom limited time has not
allowed me to mention by name’.
Our Principal Guest and Speaker was
Jonathan Shiels, a long standing friend of
the Master. He is Immediate Past
Master of the Parish Clerks and
has pursued a career in, or
associated with, education.
William concluded his

Richard Katz Signing
the Declaration Book

The Master and Mistress Wendy Parmley
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...Crossing the threshold to...

The Ravenscroft Lecture
T

he annual Ravenscroft lecture,
Milestones and
Ravenscroft find
held on 18 February 2014 in
Masterpieces
Charles’ final image was of
the Haberdashers’ Hall, was given
in British Glass
the latest Ravenscroft piece to
this year by Charles R Hajdamach.
Making
be discovered, in 2008 in
He is one of the leading authorities
– 400 years of Genius
London – a spittoon basin. It was
on glass in the UK and an
found by the late David
Charles’ lecture covered the
internationally renowned lecturer
Whitehouse, then Director of The
period from the late 16th
and author.
Corning Museum of Glass, in a
century to the present day. He
He was director for 23 years of
sale of miscellaneous Indian
showed us, with visual and
Broadfield House Glass Museum
and Turkish artefacts.
entertaining
descriptions,
in Stourbridge, one of the top
Charles spoke for about 70
examples ranging from the
Glass Museums in the world.
minutes and held his audience’s
fine
glass
ordered
from
His book British Glass 1800 –
rapt
attention.
Although,
Venice by John Green of
1914 is a standard work and
because of timing, question
the
Glass
Sellers’
has been followed recently
time was very short, the
Company (1667-1672)
Celery vase,
by 20th Century British
audience
showed
their
Earl
of
Dudley
to elegant drinking
Glass.
When
first
appreciation
in
the
most
glasses for members of
approached by Past Master
enthusiastic fashion.
the Kit-Kat Club.
John Hitch, about two years
Paul Nash
Following the Lecture everyone
In addition, we saw dessert
ago,
Charles
eagerly
rain decanter
thoroughly enjoyed a buffet meal with
pyramids and enamelled Royal
accepted the invitation to
appropriate wines. Well fed, the audience
goblets through to Jacobite glass
give
the
Ravenscroft
was delighted that Charles agreed to
Lecture in our 350th anniversary year, including the ‘Amen Glasses’. Other
answer more questions.
saying he was honoured to do so.
examples included ginger jars and
The proceedings were brought to a
chandeliers, and we heard
conclusion in time-honoured
how fine cut glass evolved
fashion by Immediate Past
with the introduction in
Master
Guy
Harrison
Stourbridge of steam driven
proposing the toast ‘To Glass’.
lathes to create Regency cut
A fitting end to a
glass. The lecture covered
highlight of our 350th
historical
design
and
Anniversary year.
engraving and highlighted the
Martin Scarth
glass shown at the Crystal
Palace Exhibition (1851), all
of astounding quality.
We moved then to ‘Rock
PM John Hitch
Crystal’ glass and into
exquisite examples of
cameo glass by George Woodall (18511925). The Art Nouveau of the early 20th
century preceded the Art Deco glass made
by Stuart Crystal for the Harrods
exhibition in 1934. In the 50s and 60s the
influences came from Scandinavia, with
firms such as Whitefriars (Geoffrey
Whitefriars
Baxter) and King’s Lynn (Ronnie
opalescent vase
Guy Harrison, IPM, welcomed
Stennett-Willson)
creating
Charles Hajdamach to give the
English versions.
Ravenscroft Lecture
Recent engravers were not
forgotten with special mention of
The evening was ably
the beautiful workmanship by Sir
hosted by Immediate Past
Cordial
Laurence Whistler, Peter Dreiser,
Master Guy Harrison
decanter
deputising for The Master,
Katharine Coleman and Alison
and glass
Andrew Parmley, who was in
Kinnaird. Studio glass followed with a
India on business. Guy warmly
selection by Keith Cummings, Rachael
welcomed our Speaker and the
Woodman, David Reekie, Helen
Willow Pattern
70 members of the audience.
Rock Crystal
Maurer and of course Peter Layton.
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...and the first Livery Dinner in our 350th year...

The Court and Livery Dinner
at the Pewterers Hall, 11 March 2014
Adam spoke for a
short time outlining
the practical value of
such a Bursary. He
said
that
the
financial
support
meant that he could
study in depth since he
did not need to have a
Trinket box
job. He was also
crown supreme by
Partners in Pewter
involved in Rugby and
other
ex-curricular
activities. Adam thanked the glass Seller’s
Company for their generous support.
The Master thanked his principal guest,
His Honour Peter Beaumont, the Master
Loriner for his witty response to the toast
‘Our Guests’. During his career he had been
a Recorder of the Crown Court and the
Senior Circuit Judge at the Old Bailey.
Finally, he was Recorder of London up to
his retirement last year.
The members of the Glass Academy party
were congratulated on the excellent
reception at the House of
Commons in January, and
thanked for their support of
our Company.
The Master closed his
speech by inviting everyone
present to join him in a
stirrup cup after which
he led the procession
from the Pewterers
Dining Hall.
Mrs Teuta Bakalli

Some thoughts from a newly
appointed Freeman
Teuta Bakalli entered our Company as a
Freeman at the Court Meeting on the 11th
March 2014. Subsequently she wrote:
‘As I entered the Pewterers Hall for the
Glass Sellers’ Dinner this evening, I sensed
the honour and privilege of being part of such
a great institution, with centuries of tradition,
innovation and creativity behind it. The
humbleness of being in front of the Court for
my Declaration influenced my reading of the
Oath. I truly felt part of the Glass Sellers’
Company from that very special moment.
Why the Glass Sellers’ Company? I have
been asked this question many times and
the answer is pure and simple. It was
inevitable ever since I read a document on
the evolution of glass, its resilience and
ongoing innovation; and that glass is and
has been a part of civilisation for centuries.
Like glass the Company has stood the test
of time. Today we see glass buildings such
as the Shard – a true monument to the
craftsmanship of the modern glass maker.
I am honoured to be accepted into the Glass
Sellers’ Company today and stand here in awe
of the wonderful work carried out by the
Company. I look forward to becoming involved
and contributing to the charitable work carried
out by the Members.
Thank you for accepting me into
the Worshipful Company of Glass
Sellers of London – I am proud to
become a Member.’

and Thanksgiving.
The service was held, as
usual, in St Bride’s, Fleet
Street, on Tuesday 11th
March 2014, and was
attended by the Lord Mayor,
Sheriffs, the Court of
Aldermen and a number of
other distinguished guests.
Following the Service, at a
reception held in Guildhall, the
Master, Alderman Dr. Andrew
Parmley, was presented with
the Bridewell Medal by Sheriff
Recipients of the Bridewell Medal. The Master is 2nd right
Adrian
Waddingham. We have
and Lay Sheriff Adrian Waddingham in the centre
been duly accorded Bridewell
ach year King Edward’s School, Witley, Corporate Fellowship. The award was made
celebrates the foundation of Bridewell in recognition of our long standing
Royal Hospital by King Edward VI on 26th commitment to the education of an individual
June 1553 with a service of Dedication pupil at King Edward’s School Witley and a

total donation to date of a very substantial
sum of money indicating our strong belief in
education, training and qualifications.
Later that day at the Court and Livery
Dinner, the Master presented the Medal
together with a certificate and tie to the
Chairman of our Charity trustees, Past
Master Professor John Whiteman.

The Livery dinner – in brief
Our guests
Their health was proposed by
Master’s Assistant Peter Rawlinson.
There were twenty one of them,
mentioned individually as Peter gave
a brief synopsis of each person’s
background. He interspersed his speech
with a few light hearted jokes such as
‘People who live in glass houses should
get changed in the basement’!! Of our
guests, the furthest travelled was Mr
Burak Cakmak from the Swarovski
Organisation who had flown in from New
York that day.
At the end of Peter’s speech the Members
of the Court and Livery of the Worshipful
Company of Glass Sellers rose and drank to
the health of all our guests.
The Master’s Speech
The Master welcomed Dr. Christopher
Stoot who had been admitted to the Livery
earlier in the day.
The two new Freemen, Mrs Teuta Bakalli
and Ms Sarvayogini Sarvaloganayagam
were asked by the Master to stand so that
they would be recognised in the future. All
three were given a hearty round of applause.
The Master introduced Adam Ismail, who
is reading Engineering Science at Magdalen
College, Oxford. Adam, our 2013 Abbot
Scholar, has been supported by an award
from the Abbot Scholarship Fund to help
him in his academic career.

The Bridewell
Medal

E

Obituary
We regret to advise the death of
Mrs Nan Northam on 31 December
2013. She was the widow of Past
Master Paul Northam (Master
1992/93) and the mother of
Liveryman Piers Northam.
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...some snippets from
1664: Sir John Lawrence – Lord
Mayor; William Carter – Master
ention 1664 and many Liverymen
will inform you that the
Kronenbourg Brewery was founded in
Strasbourg in that year. However, to
readers of The Glass Seller the date
resonates in an altogether different way.
Imagine the scene in 1664 when 45 people
came together, in the Hall of the Joiners
and Ceilers behind St James Garlickhythe,
to establish the Worshipful Company of
Glass Sellers.
No doubt, many years earlier, a variety
of craftsmen involved in various glassrelated trades had joined together in a
loose grouping for their mutual benefit.
Indeed, the Guildhall Library holds a
Glass Sellers’ Charter dating from 1635
which was never enrolled but which proves
that our ancestors were beginning to get
themselves organized.

1764: Sir William Stephenson
(Grocer) – Lord Mayor; James
Paitfield – Master
In 1764 the value of land in London was
increasing
rapidly.
Welch
reports
incredulously that “a small field in Piccadilly
bought a few years before by a brewer for
£30 was this year sold for the benefit of his
orphan child for the sum of £2,500.”

M

Memorial plaque to the Joiners’ Hall,
Upper Thames Street EC4

We know that our forebears rented
Joiners’ Hall for £8.00 a year between
1664 and 1666 and after the Great Fire
relocated to meeting either in the Three
Pigeons or the Blackamoor’s Head in West
Smithfield. These were heady days in
terms of recruitment and in 1692 we
enjoyed one of the largest growths in
membership in our history when a whole
host of “Glass grinders” were admitted!
They might well have come together for
mutual support, for life in seventeenth-

Three gleaming glasses of lead, 18th C
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1814: Samuel Birch – Lord Mayor;
Anthony
Highmore – Master
Fifty years later
Welch reported on
how the Stock
Exchange worked:
“A rumour of the
death of Bonaparte
St James Garlickhythe, London EC4
was set afloat on
the Stock Exchange
century London was a dicey business. in order to force up
Pendant depicting
Things started to go wrong when a bright the price of certain
Bonaparte
stock.
One
broker
comet was seen in the sky; Pepys noted it in
his diary and the people of London disposed of £650,000 of shares. After some
hunkered down apprehensively. Surely this hours the news was found to lack
confirmation.” The perpetrators
would portend evil? Correct! Evil
having been pilloried, genuine
Samuel
indeed descended upon our
Pepys
news was received and “the
overcrowded and unsanitary
abdication of Napoleon
metropolis when the Great
shortly afterwards was the
Plague carried off some
occasion
for
much
100,000 citizens (about 15
rejoicing.”
per cent of London’s
During the nineteenth
population) and the Parish
century
we saw a significant
Clerks had a field day
and
severe
drop in Company
compiling their Bills of
membership:
no new members
Mortality.
were
admitted
between
1850 and
Glass Sellers seem to have been a
1867
and
no
Master
installed
in 1866
peaceful group over the centuries and the
following
the
death
of
the
retiring
Master
in
history books refer to us but rarely. Charles
November
1865.
The
situation
was
saved
by
Welch’s Modern History of the City of
London from 1760 to the present day (1896) one Thomas Howse who not only took on
alludes to us but once, in 1825: “The livery the Mastership in 1866 for the third time
of the Glass Sellers’ Company was but went on to serve for a further two years.
increased.” It doesn’t tell us much but at What stamina!
least we seem to have been thriving in our
own quiet way! So, if the record books have
failed to chronicle the Glass Sellers’ story
they are far from silent on the municipal,
industrial and commercial progress of our
great City as these notes show.
1714: Sir William Humfreys – Lord
Mayor; Philip Sheppard – Master
With 1714 came the dawn of the
Georgian era and a great flowering of the
arts which must have allowed Glass Sellers
to demonstrate the rapidly developing
skills which the new technologies of the
age encouraged.

Ludgate Circus in late 19th century with the
railway bridge over Ludgate Hill

u

our history 1664-2014...
u 1864: Warren Stormes Hale – Lord
Mayor; no Master
In 1864 the railway age really began to
encroach upon the City. “Barbican Chapel,
an old-established Nonconformist place of
worship, held its closing services, the site
being required for the Metropolitan
Railway.” Worse was to come later in the
year when “Milton’s house in the Barbican
was removed” for the same purposes. In
October the first train to enter the City’s
boundaries crossed Blackfriars Bridge to
terminate at Ludgate Station.

1964: Sir James Miller – Lord Mayor;
Sir William Forster Dickson – Master
And so to our own age – well for most of
us it is! In 1964, the Father of the Company,
Past Master Michael Nathan, had already
been a member for ten years! What do you
remember of that key year in the swinging
sixties? The birth of Top of the Pops, the
Great Train Robbery trial, the start of the
Channel Tunnel, Radio Caroline, Peter
Sellers’ marriage to Britt Ekland, the first
Habitat store, the Moors murders, A Hard
Day’s Night, Churchill’s retirement from the
House of Commons, the abolition of the
death penalty, or Donald Campbell’s world
speed record?

2014: Fiona Woolf (Solicitor) – Lord
Mayor; Andrew Parmley – Master
Here we are poised to celebrate our 350th
year but, it seems to me, what we are really
celebrating is the continuing relevance of
the Worshipful Company of Glass Sellers
within an ever-enlarging livery movement.
Of course we shall give thanks and rejoice
in cathedral, church, parade, Guildhall and
Mansion House. But spare a moment, if
you will, to reconsider our core purpose and
to reaffirm our commitment to the five
tenets of our existence: our craft and skills
base, education, charity, support of the Lord
Mayor and the City of London and, of
course, mutual support and shared
fellowship. Wherever you are as you read
this, please raise your hand in a
metaphorical toast and join me in saying
with pride “To Glass.”
(I am grateful to Edgar Mobbs and Anya
Matthews for some of the information
contained in this article.)
Andrew Parmley, Master

The Dining Hall at Armourers’ Hall, adjacent to
London Wall

1914: Colonel Sir Charles Johnston
– Lord Mayor; William Dallas Ross –
Master
With the dawn of 1914 Europe was about
to tear itself apart and life across a large part
of the globe would change for ever. Charles
Welch, however, continued to busy himself
with writing about the City and in this year
his Coat-armour of the London livery
companies was published to wide acclaim.

Interior of St James Garlickhythe

Mansion House,
The Illustrated
London News 1843

The Jubilee Bells Barge conveys the eight new bells to St James Garlickhythe during the Queen’s Jubilee Flotilla
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...and finally a look at things to come!

Smashing the Glass Ceiling
O

n 21 January 2014 The British
Glass Manufacturers’ Confederation
launched its “Women in Manufacturing”
(WiM) initiative, which is supported by
The Worshipful Company of Glass Sellers
of London, to build and sustain the pool
of female talent in engineering and
manufacturing.
Held at the House of Commons, the
launch was attended by around 130 highprofile representatives from industry and
Government, along with educators and
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering
and Maths) organisations. These included
BT, Siemens, Atkins, TATA Steel, Thales,
WISE, The Engineering Society and UCL.
A number of Glass Sellers from related
industries also attended.
Education Minister, Lord Nash, was the
keynote speaker. He discussed the
importance of industry and education
working effectively together to address the
lack of women in STEM careers.
Set up as a sub-project of British Glass’
training and skills development arm, WiM is
a not-for-profit initiative with a programme
of cultural change intended to bring about a
shift in the thinking of industry’s senior
people. The aim is to bring together the UK

Prime Warden Gwen Rhys in animated conversation

Message from
the Lord Mayor

I

am very sorry I am unable to be with you
this evening, but I am delighted to offer
my wholehearted support to the Women in
Manufacturing Initiative and congratulate
the Glass Academy and the Worshipful
Company of Glass Sellers of London for
orchestrating it.
If we are all from a similar background
with a similar outlook our creativity is
shackled and the UK as a whole will lose
out in the ever more competitive global
economy. We must therefore capture the
benefits of diversity – fresh perspectives,
originality and innovation – and enable
talented individuals get to the top,
The Glass Seller Page 8

Rowena Ironside, Chairman of Women on Boards UK
with Maria Chanmugam

manufacturing and engineering community
to develop networks to attract, and then
support and retain women in the
Manufacturing sector. This will encourage
diversity and increase the UK talent pool by
raising the number of women in industry at
all levels and across all disciplines. Maria
Chanmugam, Barbara Beadman, Caroline
Whiteman and Richard Katz, all Liverymen
of the Glass Sellers’ Company, are on the
Advisory Board for WiM, providing support,
experience, contacts, and knowledge to assist
with the growth of the initiative.
In the UK, fewer than one in ten STEM
Managers¹ are female and only 8.7 per cent
of professional engineers are women. The
UK has the lowest proportion of female
engineering professionals across the EU
states, compared to Sweden with 26 per cent
and Bulgaria with 29 per cent.
Dave Dalton, CEO at British Glass and
The Glass Academy, said: “Modern
manufacturing and engineering is a
technologically advanced and innovative
sector in which to work. However, young
girls and women are not inspired to take up
STEM-related studies or careers. Initiatives
like this are crucial in helping to dispel

preconceived ideas about what jobs in
engineering and manufacturing are, in
reality, and to encourage the next
generation of women to consider these
sectors as possible career paths.”
Nadja Swarovski, Patron of Women in
Manufacturing
and
Member
of
the
Swarovski Executive
Board, added: “It’s great
to be able to support
such
a
fantastic
initiative as Women in
Manufacturing. Being a Nadja Swarovski
fifth generation member
of a glass manufacturing family, I am
passionate about engineering and technology,
crafting and manufacturing – especially with
glass, which often results in an end product
that is enlightening and inspiring to the end
user – and we need to empower, celebrate
and entice more women into this sector.
“At Swarovski, around two-thirds of our
workforce are women, and we employ over
8,700 women in manufacturing. There are
fantastic opportunities for women in the
manufacturing industry, and it’s really
important that we educate younger women
on the many wonderful career paths and
help them to network with other women in
the industry.”
Charlotte Hurley.
References: ¹ ‘Women in Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics: from Classroom to
Boardroom’, WISE, UK Statistics 2012.
² ‘An investigation into why the UK has the lowest
proportion of female engineers in the EU’ Louisa
Kiwana, Dr. Anil Kumar & Neil Randerson –
Engineering UK, April 2011

regardless of race, gender,
This Initiative can play a
sexuality, or nationality or
pivotal role in promoting
social background. Only
those opportunities, giving
then can we be assured that
school children the chance
we are best equipped to
to hear first hand from
tackle the challenges we
engineers and others in
face. That is why I am
industry about their careers
leading a programme on
and by providing women
“Harnessing Talent: The
role models to which young
Power of Diversity” as part
women considering their
career options can aspire.
of my year as Lord Mayor –
I look forward to this
to help identify how we
capture the benefits of
excellent
Initiative inspiring
Alderman Fiona Woolf
diversity.
a new generation of young
We must highlight the opportunities women to look at careers in manufacturing
available to talented women in the and engineering – and helping talent get to
manufacturing and engineering sectors – the top and to enhance the UK’s
and capture the benefits of diversity in these competitive edge.
vital industries.
Alderman Fiona Woolf CBE

The Immediate Past Master’s Perspective
Guy Harrison reviews his year as Master

I

t has been a tremendous honour to be
your Master for the last year and I have
so enjoyed the privilege of representing the
Company throughout the city and beyond.
I have seen and learnt so much about
our city and the way that it works, and I
have so much respect for all those people
who ensure that our City of London
continues to flourish. In particular, I have
learnt how hard the Lord Mayor of
London works during the year and that
much of that work remains unreported
and unnoticed.
However, the same can be said of our
Company and, as Master, I have been
aware how hard the committees work so
that our Company appears to be gliding as
a swan through the City with nobody
noticing how hard everyone is pedalling
under the surface.
I would like to thank all the Committees
for their hard work throughout my year. In
particular I have been pleased to see how
the recommendations of the ‘Bendall
Think Tank’ have been implemented.
What a difference that has made to the
management of our Company and what an
excellent job that committee did in
producing their report.

High standards
While talking of hard work I would
wish to thank the Clerk, Vincent Emms,
and the Assistant Clerk, Kerry HamerNel, for their endeavours throughout the
year. To be honest, I couldn’t have done
it without them. A massive amount of
work is undertaken before each of the
dinners and especially the Annual
Banquet resulting in the smooth running
of each event.
It’s interesting to note that having
attended many dinners and Banquets last
year, the standards set by the Glass
Sellers’ Company are some of the best that
I have seen and long may that continue.
The ceremonial which applies to
dinners, Court meetings and Common
Hall is part of our Company heritage and I
must thank Tony Parker, our Beadle, who
always ensured that I was in the right place
at the right time and knew what I was to be
saying or doing.

Using our privilege
One of the greatest privileges of being a
Liveryman is to be able to help others
who are less fortunate than ourselves. As
a Trustee of our charity I have seen how

we assist people, and can literally change
their lives by giving them just a little bit
of financial assistance. Children, through
the Glass in Society Project, benefit so
much from our sponsorship and this is
greatly to be admired.
We are, of course, all obliged to give
regular donations to our charity
’according to means’ and this is a small
price to pay for the benefits that we get
from being a Freeman or Liveryman of
the Glass Sellers’ Company.

Military affiliations
We also have our affiliations with the
Army Cadets and the Royal Navy and
none of you can have been in any doubt
over the last year as to how proud I am
that we are affiliated to our submarine
HMS Artful.
The officers and crew appreciate our
support. While they may well be away on
long missions at sea they are reminded,
through our gifts to the ship’s company,
how much we appreciate and admire their
work and dedication so that we may
enjoy the lifestyle that we do today.

Glass Academy
In my year the joint venture with the
Glass Academy has become fully
operational. We are seeing benefits already
and our profile has been raised within the
glass industry. Many times, at our various
functions, I have heard guests of the Glass
Academy say how impressed they were,
and how until recently they had no idea
what the Company did, and what potential
there is for us to assist in promoting their
work throughout the community.
Naturally, there is a financial benefit to
the Company but what is more important,
from my point of view, is that a number of
new Freemen and Liverymen who have
been sworn in during my year have been
introduced to us by the Glass Academy.
Membership is critical to our long term
future and we must find a way of
providing interesting affordable events for
younger freemen as well as those that we
already organise.

Mansion House Banquet
The highlight of the last six months of my
Mastership had to be the Annual Banquet at
Mansion House. It was somewhat surreal to
hear the fanfare of trumpets announce the
arrival of the official party as they entered
the Egyptian Hall on 29 October 2013.
Other Masters told me how the Mansion
House Banquet is the highlight of the
Master’s year and I agree that that is true.
However, the food, wine and opulence of
the evening were splendid and the
atmosphere was so special as I was
surrounded by so many members of my
family and friends throughout the Livery.
I must make special mention of the
musicians, especially their leader and one
of the trumpeters, who had lost a close
member of his family only a few days
before the Banquet. Much of the music that
I had chosen had to be re-written for the
band and the leader did all that at the same
time as attending his terminally ill relative.
In my opinion the band were spectacular, as
was the whole evening. No one will forget
that rendition of the post horn gallop!
I have no hesitation in recommending
Alderman Dr Andrew Parmley to you as
your new Master and I know that he will be
an excellent Master and I wish him all the
enjoyment that I have experienced over the
last year as the master of the Worshipful
Company of Glass Sellers of London.
Guy C D Harrison
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Candidate for the Office of Sheriff

O

ur Master, Dr. Andrew
Councilman for Vintry Ward in
Parmley is the Aldermanic
1992 and its Alderman in 2001.
Candidate for the Office of
He has served on many of the
Sheriff for 2014/2015.
Corporation of London committees
Common Hall to elect one lay
and has been Chairman of both the
and one Aldermanic Sheriff
City of London School for Girls
will take place on Tuesday 24
and the Guildhall School of Music
June 2014 at 12 noon in
& Drama.
Guildhall. All Glass Sellers are
He is a keen supporter of the
urged to note the date and
Livery movement and is a Past
attend to support our Master
Master of the Parish Clerks and
Dr Andrew Parmley
on this auspicious occasion.
Musicians. At present he is the
The Master, if elected, will be
Master Glass Seller and Swan
the fourth Glass Seller to attain this high Warden of the Vintners, an Honorary
Office following John Blades (1812/13), Freeman of the Educators and an Honorary
George Burt (1878/79) and William Gilbert Liveryman of the Joiners, Horners and Water
Allen (1955/56). Philip Sheppard was Conservators. He is a member of the Royal
nominated in 1713 but declined to accept.
Society of St George and the United Wards
Alderman Dr. Parmley was educated at Club and is joint Patron of the Vintry and
Blackpool Grammar School, the Royal Dowgate Wards Club.
Academy of Music, Manchester and
Outside the City he is a supporter of
London Universities and Jesus College, many charities including Chairman of the
Cambridge. He is a Fellow of the Royal Montessori St Nicholas Charity, the
College of Organists and Trinity College, Leukaemia Research Fund and the Sons
London and an Honorary Fellow of the and Friends of the Clergy. He is Patron of
Guildhall School of Music & Drama.
several choirs and instrumental ensembles
Since 2001 he has been Head of the and is a Director of several companies,
Senior School at The Harrodian in West many of which have charitable objectives.
London.
In 2013 he was a founding director of
His broad experience in music, Thomson House free school in Mortlake.
education and the creative industries has
Dr. Parmley is married to Wendy, former
led to a life spent in teaching, research, Head teacher of a South London Academy
examining,
adjudicating,
writing, and founding partner of the Transcontinental
composing and editing. His mission for the Schools Innovation Alliance. As a Court
City is to promote Education, Training and Assistant of the Information Technologists,
Qualifications across all disciplines, Wendy is a founding governor of the
including the Arts and the commercial and Hammersmith Academy and has served on
financial City.
the board of Christ’s Hospital and as
Andrew Parmley became a Common Chairman of Aiglon College in Villar.

Save these dates for your diary!
Thursday 12 June 2014:
Evensong in St James’s
Garlickhythe, followed by
Common Hall and Dinner in
Vintners’Hall.
Wednesday 16 July 2014:

All other Livery Masters
will be invited to attend
and the Service will
be followed by a
Reception in Guildhall.

Saturday 8 November 2014:
Evensong in St Paul’s Cathedral in
The Lord Mayor’s Show.
conjunction with the Needlemakers’ The Glass Sellers are entering a
Company who also celebrate the
Float and full details will be
350th anniversary of their Charter made available to the Livery in
due course.
in 2014.
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A New Apprentice

M

ark Atkins is the
latest Apprentice
to join the Glass Sellers’
Company. He was
apprenticed to the Prime
Warden, Gwen Rhys, at
Court at The Stationers’
Hall on 12 December
Mark ‘Sparkie’ Atkins
2013 and through her
has been introduced to the life of the City.
Royal Agricultural University,
Cirencester
Gwen writes: ‘Mark, better known as
Sparkie, is of Dutch ancestry, and spent his
early years in Zimbabwe before his family
moved to the UK just over ten years ago.
He enjoys the outdoor life and although
not from a farming background, he is
currently in the second year of an
agriculture degree course at the Royal
Agricultural University, Cirencester where
he has been elected as one of the four
Directors of the Students Union holding the
post of International Officer.
Dairy farming in Harare
His passion is for dairy cattle and he will
shortly undertake a three month placement
on a farm in Harare before returning for his
sister’s wedding in the summer.
He has attended events in the City with
me and has met the Lord Mayor, Alderman
Fiona Woolf, on two occasions.
He is thrilled at the prospect of being part
of the Glass Sellers’ Company’.

Secretary
The Finance and General Purposes
Committee is seeking a new secretary.
Duties will start in June with a 6 month
handover from the present secretary.
It is an excellent opportunity to become
involved in the management of the
Company and get to understand the
finances of a Livery Company.
It is not an onerous job as the
Committee meets only 5 times a year at
Guildhall. The post involves developing
budgets
for
the
Company,
in
consultation with the Chairman, liaising
with our brokers and preparing agendas
and minutes.
There is a full job and person specification
on the Company’s web site. If you are
interested in this role and would like to
know more please contact either:
Chairman: John Poulten
JPthorndon@aol.com or
Secretary: Peter Rawlinson
peter@derbyhouse-brackley.co.uk

www.glass-sellers.co.uk

The Chaplain at Guildhall
O

ur Chaplain, the Reverend Canon
Philip Need, is seen in the photograph
flanked by, on the left, Murray Craig,
Clerk of the Chamberlain’s Court and on
the right The Master Guy Harrison.
Philip had just made his declaration and
been admitted into the freedom of the City
of London. He is seen holding his
Freedom Certificate.
For the Ceremony at Guildhall on
Monday 4 November 2013, Philip was
accompanied by two personal guests, the

Archdeacon of Chelmsford, the Venerable
David Lowman and Mrs Patricia Scott.

He was further supported by members
of the Glass Sellers’ Company namely, the
Master Guy Harrison, Past Master and
former Chaplain Bishop John Waine, Past
Master and current Clerk, Vincent Emms,
Past Master Doctor Jo Emms and Past
Master Brian Rawles.
The Chamberlain’s Office offered each
of them a glass of sherry after which the
party adjourned for a splendid lunch.
It was a fitting end to an ancient and
honoured ceremony.

All change at The Glass Seller

John Spencer

J

ohn Spencer is stepping down as
Editor of The Glass Seller after this
issue. He initially agreed to edit six issues
of the magazine, but has stoically carried
on with two further issues, while the
search for a new editor continued, taking
his term to four years.
The Glass Seller and our web site are the
two main communication tools of the
Company, keeping members informed of
news and developments.
Under John’s guardianship the magazine
has gone from strength to strength. He has
built on the good work of his predecessor,
William Parker, and working with our
designer, Andrew Jones, he has extended
the scope of the magazine to an impressive
and newsy publication. He has captured the
essence of the Company and ensures that
members are kept informed of committee
and Court activities, while balancing this
with City news and interesting historic
information.
He isn’t too bad a
photographer either.
In his spare time John is Chairman of
Lanemark International, the highly
successful gas burner manufacturing
business he founded in 1981. I for one am
very grateful that he accepted the challenge
of editing our magazine. Where he finds the

time – I really don’t know. But he has done
a fantastic job.
John and I have worked together quite
closely over the last four years. First as
members of the Communication Team and
latterly on the new Livery Committee,
which has taken on responsibility for our
web site, as well as production of The Glass
Seller magazine.
As Chairman I have valued John’s
support and have enjoyed working with him
very, very much. The Company relies
heavily on volunteers. Editing the magazine
is a considerable, time consuming task
which has needed a great deal of effort and
dedication. On behalf of the Livery
Committee, the Court, and I am sure the
whole Livery, I would like to thank John for
his sterling efforts.
And now for the new . . .
I am delighted to report that The Glass
Seller will be in safe hands...
Jacky Manning, who is the Partner of
Liveryman Paul Bowen, has agreed to take
on the task of editor. We are very fortunate
given Jacky’s pedigree. Her early career
included stints as a freelance journalist and
photographer, becoming a member of the
Chartered Institute of Journalists in 1984.
She then moved to National Savings as
editor of the internal newspaper.
Her next move was to the Cabinet Office
where she was part of the team which
devised and implemented the policy for
Communications professionals across the
Civil Service, including the professional
development of this cadre, which was no
mean feat. There followed a stint as Senior
Campaigns Manager for UK online, a
government initiative to encourage people
to use computers and the internet. She then

Jacky Manning

moved to local government as Assistant
Director of Marketing and Communications
for the Local e-Government Standards
Body. Finally in 2006 Jacky returned to the
Cabinet Office as an Embedded
Communications Adviser integrating
communications and policy-making.
In 2008 Jacky and Paul moved to
Portugal. Thanks to the wonders of
modern communication technology and
glass, in the form of fibre-optic cables both
on land and undersea, Jacky is able to take
on the role of editor of our magazine while
living in Portugal.
Because Jacky is not a Liveryman she is
not able to be on the Livery Committee. So
I am very pleased that John has agreed to
remain on the committee for the next few
months and act as liaison to ensure a smooth
transmission. Jacky will of course have the
support of the whole Livery Committee and
will continue to work closely with our
designer. We hope to see her at Glass
Sellers events from time to time too.
So while we say a big thank you (but not
goodbye) to an old friend I would like to
welcome Jacky – we look forward to a
new and exciting phase for The Glass
Seller magazine.
Maria Chanmugam

Please note: that to ensure a smooth changeover, all communications relating to the Glass Seller should be emailed to the new editor
Jacky Manning jacky@jackypaul.f2s.com and copied to the retiring editor John Spencer jspencer@unicomemail.co.uk
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Michael Meads our new Almoner

Michael is a familiar face at company events

A

s many of you will know, as it was
announced by The Master at our Livery
Dinner in June 2013, Michael Meads has
been appointed Almoner to our Company.
This Company has had an Almoner for
many years, but the role has not been
actively addressed recently.
What does this role involve? In the late
1990s the Court reviewed and revised the
Objectives of our Company, and Objective
5 states “Pastoral care of members in
distress”. This then begs the question as to
what is the definition of “distress”?
Distress is defined in the Oxford
Dictionary as “suffering caused by pain,
grief or anxiety” and in the past the
Company Almoner was available to listen
to problems of this nature from any
member. This could be about themselves
or their families if the member felt they
needed an independent person to whom
they could speak in confidence. As the
saying goes, ‘a problem shared is a
problem halved’, and that is just what
Michael is there for.
Total confidentiality
As the Company Almoner he is
available to listen to your problems and
offer advice if he is able to do so, and if it
is required. If a problem is more
complicated, or beyond his remit, he will
endeavour to find someone within, or
outside, our Company who can give the
appropriate advice. This might include,

for example, liaison with our Honorary
Chaplain. As confidentiality is paramount
anyone referring any matter to him will
not have their name passed on to anyone,
unless you are happy for this to be so.
The important thing to remember is that
Michael is someone to whom you may
discuss any problems in total confidence.
An obvious example of this would be for
a member to talk to Michael if they have
a spouse or partner who is very ill. In this
regard Michael is happy to let you know
that his first wife had cancer for five
years before she died, and his present
wife has had treatment for cancer for the
past 13 years.
One matter on which he cannot give any
advice or guidance is if it relates to a
financial problem, as this requires one to
be authorised and registered with the
Financial Conduct Authority, and for him
that ceased when he retired five years ago,
after 46 years in banking.
By way of background, Michael has
been a Liveryman of our Company for
over 21 years, and for much of that time he
has also been a trustee of our Company’s
Charity Fund. In addition Michael collates
all donations to the Charity Fund and
prepares the annual Gift Aid Return to
HMRC, which brings back to the Charity
Fund thousands of pounds every year.
As indicated above, Michael was in
retail banking for 46 years, 33 of which
were with Midland Bank, latterly HSBC,
and for the last 13 years he was director,
company secretary and banking manager
for Reliance Bank, a small retail bank
wholly owned by The Salvation Army.
So, as you can see, Michael is used to
keeping in total confidence anything
which is told to him.
Experience
Outside our Company, Michael is the
immediate Past President of his local
Rotary Club, and is now its treasurer;
chairman of trustees of a pension fund; and
a trustee, secretary and treasurer of The
Essex Gardens Trust. He is also active in
his local church, a member of its PCC, and
licensed by the Bishop of Colchester to
assist at Holy Communion and to dispense
the communion wine. He has seven
grandchildren, three in the UK, two in
South West France, and two in Canada.

Programme for 2014
(Glass Sellers’ functions are in bold print)

Monday 12 May
GSMD Gold Medal Competition
(instrumentalists) - Barbican
Tuesday 13 May
Sons of the Clergy Service
St Paul’s Cathedral
15 – 18 May
Master’s “Jolly” to Cardiff
Thursday 12 June
Evensong, Common Hall and Dinner
St James’s and Vintners’ Hall
Tuesday 24 June
Election of Sheriffs (Guildhall)
and Luncheon
Wednesday 16th July
350th Anniversary Service
Evensong, St Paul’s Cathedral
Combined with Needlemakers’ Company
followed by Reception in Guildhall
Thursday 25 September
Court and Livery Dinner
Stationers Hall
Monday 29 September
Election of the Lord Mayor (Guildhall)
and Luncheon
Tuesday 28 October
Annual Banquet – The Mansion House
Saturday 8 November
Lord Mayor’s Show
(The Glass Sellers have entered a float.
Details to come.)
Sunday 23 November
Service in St James’s
and informal Luncheon
Thursday 11 December
Installation Dinner – Stationers Hall

New to the Glass Sellers’ Company
Freemen:
Dr Christopher Stoot
12 December 2013
Mr Simon Wallace
12 December 2013
Mr Frank Lord
12 December 2013
Liverymen
Mr Timothy Cook
12 December 2013
Mr Mark Palmer-Edgecumbe 12 December 2013
Mr Anthony Parker (Honoris Causa) 12 December 2013
We bid them a hearty welcome
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Bakalli, King Edward’s School, Witley, Charlotte Hurley, Mark Atkins, Philip Need, John Spencer and Jacky Manning, or are from the public domain. Our thanks
go to the Clerk and Assistant Clerk, whose active support is greatly appreciated. The Glass Seller is published by the Worshipful Company of Glass Sellers of
London. www.glass-sellers.co.uk © The Glass Sellers’ Company 2014.
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