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The Glass Sellers’ 350th anniversary celebrations
Choral Evensong in St Paul’s Cathedral

n Wednesday 16 July the Glass
Sellers celebrated the 350th
anniversary of the granting of their
1664 royal charter by King Charles II.
By a happy co-incidence, the
Worshipful Company of Needlemakers
were also celebrating the same
anniversary and it was with delight that
we joined with them in a celebratory
Choral Evensong in the City’s great
church, St Paul’s Cathedral.
And what an occasion it was in the
presence of the Lord Mayor and the Sheriffs,
together with Aldermen and some 69 visiting
Masters, the Prime Warden and the Upper
Bailiff. (The Worshipful Companies of
Goldsmiths and Weavers do not have
Masters, having Prime Wardens and Upper
Bailiffs respectively.) Not to mention a
packed congregation as is usual at Evensong
in the cathedral, many of them tourists, who
were about to be treated to a City spectacular.
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The Masters, Wardens and Courts of the
two companies assembled in the Dean’s
Aisle and, led by our Beadles, processed
through the cathedral to our places under

Past Master Bishop John Waine talking with Philip Need

the dome in front of our respective liveries
and their guests. After the processions of
the Aldermen, choir and clergy, the civic
party arrived, were taken to their places, and
the stage was set with the staffs of the two
Companies being set on velvet cushions
before the liveries.
The congregation was welcomed by the
Dean, The Very Reverend David Ison, and
after The Lord’s Prayer, the choir began to
sing Evensong. To describe that sublime
sound filling the majestic space of the
cathedral is quite impossible. It simply
had to be experienced.
The two Masters each read a lesson,
and the Honorary Chaplains assisted in
leading the prayers.
With the service concluded, the
Masters, Wardens and Clerks of the two
companies bade farewell to the civic party
and Elgar’s Imperial March thundered
from the organ – and the organ of u

u St Paul’s in full cry is quite something!
Exhilarated, we left by the north
door for the short stroll to Guildhall
Yard where, at 6-30 p.m. the band of
The Princess of Wales’s Royal
Regiment beat retreat in honour of
the two Companies and a splendid
sight and sound they made. After the
two Masters had taken the salute, the
band marched off leaving us to repair

The gathering in the Old Library

to the Old Library for a reception and
a celebratory drink (or two).
What a pleasure it was to meet our
fellow liverymen the Needlemakers, not
to mention all the visiting Masters, the
Prime Warden and the Upper Bailiff –
all, most unusually, let out without their
Clerks for the occasion. Later, the
Masters of the two Companies proposed
the toast to each other, and the

proceedings were officially over, but of
course,
everyone
was
enjoying
themselves so much that few were
minded to leave, especially as the young
lady waitresses were still circulating
with a bottle in each hand!
We certainly celebrated the anniversary
in a style which will be remembered for
many years to come.
Brian Rawles

The Band of the Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment Beating Retreat
All photographs by Gerald Sharp Photography

Sermon preached by Canon Philip Need
HONORARY CHAPLAIN TO THE WORSHIPFUL COMPANY OF GLASS SELLERS OF LONDON ON 25 JULY 2014,
AT A SERVICE AT ST JAMES GARLICKHYTHE TO MARK THE 350TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE COMPANY

The Book of Revelation Ch 21 v18
“The city itself was of pure gold,
bright as clear glass”
That the Glass Sellers’ Company has been
famous in the City of London for 350 years
is the reason for our celebrations this
morning and it would be true to say that,
over those years, the Company has been
renowned for its splendid reputation for
hospitality, its generosity in charitable
giving and for the high regard in which
members of the company have been held by
others these three and a half centuries. The
life of the company has gone on, for better
or for worse, during the reigns of various
different monarchs and under huge numbers
of political regimes, which would have
affected the membership more, perhaps, in
the earlier days than it might do today. Glass
has been at the heart of the work of the
Company and, whenever we drink a toast,
which we find ourselves doing with
remarkable regularity, we hope that glass
may prosper and flourish today as it has
done in the past.
The Worshipful Company of Glass
Sellers of London was granted a charter
by King Charles II in 1664. The Glass
Sellers’ Company is a Livery Company
similar to the guilds of medieval times and
its original purpose was to regulate trade
within London in articles made of glass,
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to ensure quality and fair trade.
Today the tradition of integrity, generosity
and fellowship that governed the company
in former times creates an unbroken link
with the past and we have much for which
we should be grateful as we look back to the
initial vision of the founding fathers of the
Company. But we would be sorry if the sole
purpose of this anniversary were to engage
us in looking backwards – the real art of
remembering is to hold in sharp focus in the
present moment a deep gratitude for the past
and a sense of purpose for the future.
In 2014 the company actively promotes
the use of glass in arts, crafts, science and
technology and supports education and
training in all these areas as well as
maintaining its affiliation with the Royal
Navy, the Church and a range of other public
institutions. At present our Company has
around 200 Liverymen of whom a
significant number have strong connections
with the wider glass industries, however
membership of the Livery today is not
restricted to people actively connected with
the glass industry and we celebrate the fact
that our fellowship contains representatives
of almost all the varied interests of the
modern glass industry and those from
numerous other disciplines too. The past
resounds as a golden age, the present gives
us confidence, so what of the future? It is

interesting that in the closing pages of the
Bible, in the Book of Revelation, we are
given a vision of the eternal city at the end
of time and we are told that the great city, the
New Jerusalem, rising up as a place of
perfection, without suffering, tears or
separation, will have walls of clear glass, so
obviously there is going to be a prime role
for the Worshipful Company of Glass
Sellers in the heavenly kingdom. Glass, the
Bible is telling us, is a thing of beauty, a
thing of splendour, an artefact which will
enable us to see God and one another with
clarity and indeed allow us to be seen in the
robes and vesture which we shall wear as
members of the new creation.
The sellers of glass can therefore be
confident that, in Biblical terms, they will
have a place in the final vision of God’s glory
and, because God’s kingdom is a present
reality as well as a future hope, we are also
challenged to work for that kingdom to come
“on earth as it is in heaven” and doing so
must mean bringing to bear in ordinary life
today the qualities of glass which we know to
be of eternal and transcendent value:
excellence, purity, light, clarity and
splendour. If it is these gifts which, as a
company, we have to offer to others in a
frequently broken and disillusioned world
today, then we can safely look back with
thanksgiving and forward with hope.

Master elected as Aldermanic Sheriff
ur Master, Dr Andrew Parmley, was
duly elected Aldermanic Sheriff for
2014/15 at Common Hall in Guildhall on 24
June. He is the fourth Glass Seller to attain
this high Office following John Blades
(1812/13), George Burt (1878/79) and
William Gilbert Allen (1955/56). Phillip
Sheppard was nominated in 1713 but
declined to accept. In our 350 year history we
have yet to have a Lord Mayor of London!
The Lay Sheriff is Fiona Adler, Past
Master Tobacco Pipe Maker and Tobacco
Blender, and the Sheriffs took up residence
in the Old Bailey in September for their
year in Office.
Alderman Dr Parmley was born in
Manchester and grew up on the Lancashire
coast. He was educated at Blackpool
Grammar School, the Royal Academy of
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The Master, pictured in Guildhall Yard on the day
of his election

Clarinettist wins
The Glass Sellers’ Prize
n 13 May three young musicians
competed for the Guildhall School of
Music’s annual Gold Medal. Our Glass
Sellers’ prize is awarded to the runner-up,
but with three players in the final, the third
competitor is left without anything.
This year the competition was for
instrumentalists, the competition for singers
being held in odd-numbered years.
The first to play was the Taiwanese-born
violinist Rose Hsien. She chose Erich
Korngold’s concerto in D Major which
places the soloist at the centre of the action
for almost the whole of the three movements
and needs the fiercely concentrated interplay
with the orchestra which she gave.
The second soloist, Max Mausen from
Luxembourg, who has already had notably
wide ranging playing experiences,
performed Aaron Copland’s clarinet
concerto. Like the Korngold, this piece dates
from the mid-twentieth century and was
composed by an American. Benny
Goodman, the well-known jazz player
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Music, Manchester and London Universities
and Jesus College, Cambridge. He is a Fellow
of the Royal College of Organists and Trinity
College, London and an Honorary Fellow of
the Guildhall School of Music & Drama.

A life spent in teaching
Andrew Parmley’s career started as
Director of Music at Forest School, near
Snaresbrook, thence to South Hampstead
High School and the Grey Coat Hospital in
Westminster. Since 2001 he has been Head
of the Senior School at The Harrodian in
West London. His broad experience in
music, education and the creative
industries has led to a life spent in teaching,
research, examining, adjudicating, writing,
composing and editing and his mission for
the City is to promote Education, Training
and Qualifications across the full spectrum
of disciplines, together with the Arts and
the commercial and financial City. For over
30 years he has been Honorary Organist of
St James Garlickhythe in Vintry Ward.
Andrew Parmley became a Common
Councilman for Vintry Ward in 1992 and its
Alderman in 2001 and has served on many of
the committees of the Corporation of London.
He has been Chairman of both the City of
London School for Girls and the Guildhall
School of Music & Drama. He is a very keen
supporter of the Livery movement and is a
commissioned Copland to write it. Jazz
idioms appeared throughout and the light
orchestration (strings piano and harp) meant
that individual contributions such as slapped
bass effects were very effective.
During the drinks interval the Glass
Sellers present were buzzing with opinions –
who was preferred so far, how can playing be
assessed when the music itself varies so
widely, and so on.
The second half of the concert consisted of
a single piece, Dmitri Shostakovich’s Cello
Concerto no 1 played by Bulgarian cellist
Michael Petrov. This was the most recent
composition (1959) and was written for the
renowned cellist Rostropovich. Petrov
proved to have the power and intensity to
cope with it. Some of the effects were quite
extraordinary from an orchestra made up of
strings, woodwind, timpani, celesta together
with a single horn which interplays with the
solo cellist.
The Chairman of the adjudicators was
Guildhall Music Director Jonathan Vaughan
who introduced his colleagues, Tasmin Little,
the violinist, Ivan Hewett, the critic, and
Dominic Wheeler who conducted the concert.
Our Master and the Master Musician were

Past Master of the Parish Clerks and the
Musicians. At present he is the Master Glass
Seller and Swan Warden of the Vintners, an
Honorary Freeman of the Educators and an
Honorary Liveryman of the Joiners, Horners
and Water Conservators. He is a member of
the Royal Society of St George and the United
Wards Club and is joint Patron of the Vintry
and Dowgate Wards Club.

Other charitable activities
Outside the City he is Chairman of the
Montessori St Nicholas Charity and a
supporter of many other charities including
the Leukaemia Research Fund and the
Sons and Friends of the Clergy. In 2013 he
was a founding director of Thomson House
free school in Mortlake. He is Patron of
several choirs and instrumental ensembles
and Captain of the Corporation of London
Fishing Team. Andrew Parmley is a
Director of several companies, many of
which have charitable objectives.
Dr Parmley is married to Wendy, former
Headteacher of a South London Academy
and founding partner of the Transcontinental
Schools Innovation Alliance. As a Court
Assistant of the Information Technologists,
Wendy is a founding governor of the
Hammersmith Academy and has served on
the board of Christ’s Hospital and as
Chairman of Aiglon College in Villars.
also on the platform to present the prizes.
Tasmin Little praised all three players who
were by now sitting at the side of the
auditorium but said that the decisions were
unanimous. She first of all named Max
Mausen as the winner of the Glass Sellers
prize before announcing Michael Petrov as
the gold medal winner to all round acclaim.
Rose Hsien was left sitting by herself with
only her brave smile to comfort her.
The classical music world is a tough place.
Bill Cook

Max Mausen with Dr Andrew Parmley
© Clive Totman
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The Glass Sellers’ Salt
he Worshipful Company of Glass
Sellers’ 350th Anniversary Salt was
presented at the Court Dinner on 11 June
2014 by Past-Master and Father of the
Company, Michael Nathan and his wife
Liveryman Jenny Nathan MBE, to
commemorate the Company receiving its
charter from King Charles II in 1664.
The engraver, Katharine Coleman MBE,
has kindly provided a description of the Salt:

T

The salt was blown to my design in two
separate parts by Potter Morgan Glass of
Altarnun* in Cornwall. It is some 29cm high
and 13cm in diameter and weighs nearly 2kg.
It was blown in 24% lead crystal with a
yellow glass overlay. The top and the base
were cut, polished and engraved separately,
much of the yellow glass being cut away to
the underlying clear crystal and re-polished.
The design represents a traditional glass
cone, the flames of the furnace below and the
sun, from the arms of the Company, shining
down from above.
* famous for the devious vicar of Altarnun whose reallife smuggling activities excited the interest of Daphne
du Maurier when she wrote Jamaica Inn.

diamond hatching. This
made them appear as if
they were in an orange
bag from the supermarket,
so they were engraved for the
third time, with token hatchings
to indicate their colour.
The cup on the arms bears the
arms once more in miniature.
When both parts had been
engraved and ground together to
form a good purchase for
laminating, they were glued
together with epoxy resin.
A stout leather (hide)
carrying case was supplied
with the arms of the company
embossed and gilded, also
an engraved horn spoon
engraved
with
the
Company’s name.
If required, the salt may
carry a tea light and
serve as a candlestick.

The overlay on the base
was cut away from the
middle section of the cone
and it was ground and
polished back before the arms
were engraved in copper wheel
intaglio on one side, lit from the
other side (to make the engraving
more visible) by a small window
high up on the back wall. The
name of the Company and dates
were cut in relief through the
flames in yellow overlay around
the base.
The bowl of the salt was cut to
represent the sun and its rays.
The ravens supporting the
arms
were
originally
polished back to look
black, but bearing in mind
that as supporters, their
colour should be
murrey, were reengraved with
The Engraved Salt

The Carry Case

Dedication panel

Katharine Coleman is a freelance glass
engraver and designer. She was taught
point, drill and copper wheel engraving on
glass by Peter Dreiser at Morley College,
Lambeth during 1984-7 and continues to
explore these techniques at her
workshop in Clerkenwell.
Engraving on clear lead crystal glass
forms, blown to her design and overlaid
with a thin layer of coloured glass,
Katharine’s
work
requires
close
collaboration with glassblowers Potter
Morgan Glass and Sonja Klingler. The top
surface of the glass form is cut, ground and
polished. After it has been engraved on the
outside surface, one can see inside the
piece, with all the reflections of the
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decoration outside repeated on the inner
surface, creating an illusion of one body
floating inside another.
The optical properties of glass fascinate
Katharine and she feels that they provide a
rich world for the artist, as yet barely
explored.
Although wheel engraving on glass is a
traditional technique, the style and content
of the engraving can be adventurous.
Engraving the glass surface with lathemounted copper, diamond and stone
wheels, Katharine is able to obtain
crispness, textures and fine finish which
are difficult or impossible to achieve with
sandblast and drill. The inspiration for her
work ranges from natural history to the

modern urban landscape. Her work has
been exhibited widely in the UK and
Europe, USA and Japan and can be seen in
many public collections. She is very
pleased to have two works selected for the
Coburg Glass Prize Exhibition in 2014 at
the Europäisches Museum für Modernes
Glas, Rödental, Germany.
Katharine Coleman regularly teaches
short courses in the UK, Segovia in Spain
and Germany.
She is an Elected member of
Contemporary Applied Arts, Fellow of the
Guild of Glass Engravers, Member of the
Art Workers Guild, The Glass Circle,
Contemporary Glass Society and The
Glass Association.
Gwen Rhys

Glass in Society – West Midlands

W

hen I was asked to help to restart
the Glass in Society initiative for the
Company several years ago, I could not
have imagined how the project would have
adapted, improved and moved forward in
such a positive manner.
For those newer Liverymen who are not
aware of the inception of the concept I will
briefly write about the beginnings. Initially,
the idea was to offer funding for projects to
assist in educating young people in the wider
uses of glass. The early projects were all
mainly based around the concept of creating
glass objects – stained glass windows were
the favourite choice with one group of
students making a trinket box. These projects
were very much out of the normal
curriculum, and helped to inspire many
young people to use their artistic and
dextrous skills.

Wider uses of glass
The Charity Fund was able to help about
three or four schools a year which was a small
but useful beginning. Matters moved into a
significantly different area, and went up a gear
or two when Liveryman Tony Thatcher
proposed that, rather than focusing on the
‘glass window’ type projects, we consider the
wider uses of glass in a technological context.
I am sure that all readers will know there is a
desperate need in schools to encourage young
people to consider the STEM subjects
(Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics).
The Isle of Wight Glass in Society project
was born, with considerable help and
sponsorship from the glass composites and
boatbuilding industry on the island. This
engaged many schools and a much larger
number of students took part than had
previously been possible.
I realised that we needed to develop new
routes to the schools and through various
contacts got in touch with the local coordinator in the West Midlands of the ASE
(Association of Science Education). This
organisation helps to facilitate relationships
between schools and industry to further the
development of Science education. Dr.
Gaynor Sharp proved to be an invaluable
contact as she was able to promote the Glass
in Society project across some 1500
educational establishments in the region.
With the help of Anna Pinto, Science
Director at Kingswinford School we
developed what were described as “miniprojects” that were designed to offer simple
technology-based ideas with a theme of
glass; that could be picked up and used by
teachers who wanted help and support for
their local STEM groups. It should be noted

Kingswinford School Observatory

that STEM groups usually occur after school
as an extra-curricular activity, with students
and teachers working in their free time.
It was quite apparent to me that the change
in the emphasis of the projects towards the
technology theme was absolutely the right
thing to do, as the need to inspire and
encourage children to consider science
subjects is clear and unsatisfied. The initial
projects proved to be successful with students
making rudimentary telescopes, the creation
of an endoscope and even studies relating to
how glass beads can be used to affect certain
types of cancer.
All was progressing well with these
projects, until what turned out to be the real
‘game-changer’ for GIS West Midlands,
namely the “crazy” request (as it was
described at the time) for an Observatory at
Kingswinford School. I think it is fair to say
that the Trustees of the Charity Fund were
impressed by the concept of the project, but it
was going to mean a major change in the
level of funding required to support the
ongoing initiative. It was at that time the
Chairman of the Trustees, John Whiteman,
together with Past Master Martin Scarth,
suggested that we seek external funding from
other sources.

Staff and students at Kingswinford Observatory

After much work and persuasion we
gained funding from the 29th May 1961
Trust which is based in Coventry, and their
help was instrumental in the Trustees being
able to confirm their support for this
imaginative and exciting plan. The Company
received hugely positive Press coverage at
this time, both locally and nationally. The
Glass Sellers name has even reached NASA
now as a result of this project!
Members of the Company should note that

one of the current projects being pursued at
Kingswinford School is going to result in us
being part of a World Record attempt. Their
STEM club is building three scale models of
the Bloodhound car (currently being built at
Swansea University) – the current World
Record for the scale models is now just over
220 mph! More of the progress on the
attempt will follow!
I am delighted to say that we are looking
to develop and run a similar initiative to the
Isle of Wight glass composites project in the
West Midlands. Discussions have
commenced with a number of schools in the
region with a view to starting an inter-school
competition in 2015.

Greenhouse effect
Today, the projects adopted by GIS West
Midlands are wider than ever. St. Thomas
Aquinas School, Birmingham is undertaking
a project that will involve the construction of
a greenhouse on the school site. The
greenhouse will be the centre of the efforts of
the school to become more sustainable in
certain foods. It will also show the students
how plants develop and their uses to humans.
The project will also link into the curriculum
studying coloured light and its effects on
photosynthesis. Some of the greenhouse
panels will be coated in a nano-coating to see
its usefulness which will also link into the
chemistry curriculum. The project is destined
to become part of the eco schools
programme, which will affect the wider
school community when the ideas of
sustainability are promoted.
The Trustees have also granted funding for
our third Primary School GIS West
Midlands project. I believe passionately that
we must try to engage and inspire children at
the earliest opportunity in their school lives.
It is amazing to think that, in spite of all of
the political parties stating that they support
the engagement of children in science
subjects, most Primary Schools in the UK do
not have a designated science specialist. The
Glass Sellers can only do so much, but I am
sure that we can all agree that continuing
doing nothing will not benefit future
generations; or even the UK as a whole!
At the last meeting of the Trustees it was
felt that we could develop another area in the
UK, perhaps adjacent to London, where a
similar GIS initiative could develop.
If there are any members of the Company
living or working in Essex or East London
who would be interested; I would encourage
them to contact John Whiteman at
john.whiteman@brunel.ac.uk so that this
idea may be progressed.
GIS West Midlands continues to inspire u
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u and excite students of all ages, but of
course this does not come without a price.
Each and every member of the Livery can
play a part if they choose to in this
inspirational initiative. We have new and
even more ambitious projects for the future
which will be unveiled by the Master
shortly. I hope that the information in this
report will encourage everybody in the

Company to consider offering more
financial help to this very worthwhile
cause. Once again, I acknowledge the help
given by the 29th May 1961 Trust, and
hope that they will feel able to continue
their assistance during the further
developments in the future.
The theme of GIS West Midlands
continues to be one of inspiration and

imagination. Albert Einstein said ‘logic
will get you from A to B but imagination
will take you everywhere’. Students across
the West Midlands are having their
imaginations stimulated and I hope that
you will feel motivated to help in the
future and extend this work to other parts
of the country.
Leigh Baildham

Glass in Society Success Story
The following is a report from Anna
Pinto, Science Director at Kingswinford
School and Science College:

Holland 4 – 6 July 2013
• Lead School in the Mission X programme
delivering opportunities available
nationally to other schools. 24 September
2013

The Kingswinford Observatory
the sky’s the limit
On Tuesday 27 September 2011 the new
Space observatory at The Kingswinford
School was formally opened by The Master
Glass Seller, Mr Martin Scarth, who
represented our sponsors, The Worshipful
Company of Glass Sellers of London. His
address highlighted how the students and
staff were delighted with the immense
opportunities this project would make
available, in promoting a scientific ethos
and engaging partner schools and the wider
community. There is a huge range of
Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematical (STEM) opportunities in this
burgeoning field. We would like to thank
all members of the Worshipful Company of
Glass Sellers of London for the amazing
opportunities this has created.

• Invitation to Wordsley History Society,
Dudley 14 November 2013, Guest Speaker
Astronaut Andrew Lound.
Stargazing class at Kingswinford School

• Involved in BBC2 Stargazing 2012,
2013, 2014
• Made a contact with Dr Warren Skidmore,
Thirty Meter Project, NASA, Pasadena,
Houston USA through Stargazing. He is a
local gentleman and his parents still live
near the school. He contacted me when his
parents saw what we were doing for
Stargazing in the local press. He now is

• Invited to speak and represent
Kingswinford School at Houses of
Parliament 4 December 2013. Invited to
attend Christmas Parliamentary
celebration held in the evening.

• Astronomy students trialled GCSE
Astronomy extracurricular, 2013

Almost immediately after the opening of
the Observatory,

• Ten Year 10 students attending
Tuesday eve. 6.00pm – 7.30pm
GCSE Astronomy 2014

• The Kingswinford School was invited to
join the Lead Space Education Programme
in November 2011 (Specialist Schools and
Academies, SSAT). We obtained the Lead
Space Education School Award 2013 Gold
Award, at the highest level.

New Space Observatory at Kingswinsford School

• Achieved Specialist Quality Award,
October 2012, Highest level Extending and
Transforming 2011 (Specialist Schools and
Academies, SSAT).

• Local primary and secondary schools
invited to Kingswinford for specific Space
days/workshops through various groups.
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• Anna Pinto joined the judging panel for
UK Space Agency funding available for
institutions to promote Space Education,
Headquarters – Polaris House, Swindon,
20 October 2013

• Rocketry Club – every Tuesday Year 9 at
3.15pm to 4.15pm

To infinity and beyond!

• Joined a programme co-ordinated by
NASA to combat the problem of Obesity
world-wide: Mission X – Train like an
Astronaut. This was co-ordinated in the UK
by the UK Space Agency in January 2012,
2013 and 2014. The Kingswinford School
now hosts 120 Y5/6 children plus Science
Ambassadors, Sports Leaders and staff to
learn about health and fitness under the
umbrella of training to be an astronaut.
Aimed at children aged 8-14 years in 24
countries.

• Attended Awards October 2012. Houses of
Parliament, Westminster, London

employed by NASA and delivers workshops
via Skype to our students.

• Celebratory Assembly Mission X Summer
term 2014.
• New Science laboratory being built and
equipped. To be named The Timothy Peake
Laboratory, after Major Peake who is at
present training to be the first UK
Astronaut to embark on a Mission to the
International Space Shuttle (ISS).

• Local Specialist groups ask to use facilities
eg Kidderminster Astronomy Club, Scout
and Brownie groups.
• Transition Project KS2/KS3 ‘Race to Mars’
3 week project annually. 2012, 2013, 2014
• Annual Rocket Competition. Family event.
Summer Term. 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014
• National Science and Engineering Week/
Space Week – focus Space Education

Kingswinford laboratory students

• Invited to represent Team UK for Mission
X International Closing event at
European Space Agency, Noordwijk,

(Hopefully publicity will be involved via the
UK Space Agency).

EuroDisney by taxi
P

ast Master Joanna Emms and the Clerk
represented the Master at breakfast
attended by the Lord Mayor Locum
Tenens Alderman David Howard and
Sheriff Adrian Waddingham at Canary
Wharf in September.
They were there to witness the start of
the Magical Taxi Tour to EuroDisney
which is organised and run by the
Hackney Carriage Drivers. The Glass
Sellers’ sponsored taxi took Reem
Medjaoud, who has just completed a
course of chemotherapy, together with her
mother and sister.
The Clerk

Past Master Joanna Emms and the Glass Sellers’ sponsored taxi

Raring to go! Reena can’t wait to start the journey

Reena (in blue) with (from left) her sister, Past Master Joanna Emms, and Reena’s mother

New Liveryman
Steve Cahill made his declaration as a Liveryman at the Court meeting on 25
September 2014. He is currently Country Manager for Spain at Colt Technology
Services, a UK FTSE listed company, as well as Vice President and General Manager
for their pan-European Shared Services Centre based in Barcelona. He initiated and
chairs the CSR Board in Spain for Colt Technology Services – nearly 1100 employees
in Spain drawn from 46 nationalities. He is a welcome addition to the Glass Sellers’
Company and strengthens our growing links with the Telecoms and Technology sector.
Maria Chanmugam
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Who says it always rains in Wales?
The Master’s Jolly, Cardiff 15-18 May 2014

The Master playing the Snetzler organ in the National Museum of Wales

S

ome 50 Liverymen with partners
gathered at the Hilton, Cardiff at midday
on Thursday 15 May, warmly welcomed by
The Master and John Hitch, the organiser of
this year’s “350th Anniversary Jolly”.
Our first visit was to the School of Glass
at Swansea, where we were hosted by
Professor Vanessa Cutler and the University
Dean of Art and Design, Dr Ian Walsh.
Unfortunately, delayed construction work of
the new, unique Glass Centre, housed in a
building which had originated 160 years
ago, prevented us seeing students working
in their new facilities. Our hosts presented
their work with great enthusiasm and
passion, particularly an archive of
Architectural Glass Design by students,
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many of whom had become well-known
glass designers. Ultimately, the Centre’s
highly eye-catching building will be in full
operation, not least the fully restored
Victorian circular reading room, the location
of scenes of a recent Dr Who episode.
Common interests in Glass and Design
ensure that we Glass Sellers and the
Swansea Glass Centre team will work
together into the future.
Back to our excellent hotel for a quick
change and a short walk to Cardiff Castle
and drinks on the lawns in the castle
grounds on a wonderful balmy early
summer evening. A splendid dinner
followed, set out amongst the displays,
stories of service and courage in the Castle’s

“Firing Line” Museum of the Welsh Soldier.
Needless to say John Hitch was quick to
point out his namesake’s valour: one Private
Fred Hitch, awarded one of the eight VCs at
Rorke’s Drift. We also toasted Caroline and
Robin Arculus, who celebrated their 49th
wedding anniversary that day!
Friday was another beautiful summer’s
day, perfect for a visit to the open-air
St Fagan’s National History Museum. Set in
vibrant woodland about 15 miles outside the
City it has over 40 re-erected and restored
buildings from various parts of Wales which
capture how the people lived, worked and
enjoyed themselves over centuries. Stars that
caught particular attention were the
St Teilo’s Church (C 12th) with stunning
frescos of the Stations of the Cross, a circular
thatched Cockpit (C 17th) which became
derelict when cock-fighting was abolished in
1849, a woollen mill (C 18th), an aluminium
pre-fab of 1948, and a Unitarian chapel of
1777. We then ambled round the gardens of
St Fagan’s castle, donated to the people of
Wales in 1946 by the Earl of Plymouth; the
restored Italian garden and rosary are
particular spectacles. Lunch, in the private
Elizabethan Dining Room, was a traditional
Welsh lamb “cawl” (nourishing soupy stew)
served with bread and a wedge of Caerphilly
cheese, and washed down by a glass or two
of cider and wine. During the meal the
Museum’s Keeper of History kindly and
patiently answered our questions. Then we
returned to the City to visit the National
Museum of Wales, just across the park from
our hotel.
This incredible museum in the centre of
Cardiff contains a wide variety of exhibits,
from natural history to fine art. Among
many beautiful artefacts we saw Blaschka
glass models of jellyfish and other sea
creatures (similar to Blaschka flowers that
Liverymen saw in the USA on John
Thorpe’s Jolly in 1996). Hugely informative
guides helped us see the meaning behind

The Group’s own ‘Land Train’ at St Fagan’s
National History Museum

u

u some lovely landscapes, including
Constable’s “Salisbury Cathedral”. In
recognition of our Livery’s 350th year, the
Museum curator singled out for us a fine
communion cup manufactured in 1664 from
solid West African (Guinea) gold presented
by a Thomas Davies to St Mary’s,
Welshpool in gratitude for having survived
his time on the West African coast and as a
sugar plantation manager in Barbados. And
finally, our Master did what he does best and
gave an impromptu and stirring recital of 3
works (by William Boyce, Ralph Vaughan
Williams and William Matthias) on a
Snetzler organ of 1774 housed in the
Museum – and usually played only 12 times
each year.
Saturday was another bright sunny day,
ideal for a Waterbus trip on “Princess
Katharine” down the River Taff into the
(now) permanently flooded freshwater
Cardiff Bay. An impressive barrage across
the Bay entrance copes with one of the
largest tidal ranges in the world (up to 14
metres!). En route we were regaled by the
boat’s owner with tales of old, mainly
associated with his family! We disembarked
at the Pierhead Building, and made our way
to the Wales Millennium Centre (not to be
confused with the Millennium Stadium),
passing Norwegian families in national
costume going to celebrate their National
Day at the Old Norwegian Church. The
Cardiff connection with Norway stems from
the docks being the port of entry for
Norwegian pine pit props used in the mines.
The Millennium Centre is a major
landmark in Cardiff Bay with a front façade
of copper plated steel …with glass also
playing a key architectural role in the
design. It seems little expense
was spared for the
design of this
wonderful arts
centre with

Glass Sellers in the Victorian Circular Reading Room at Swansea School of Glass

many fine features picking up aspects of the
Welsh country, language and culture.
Highly enthusiastic and knowledgeable
guides took us backstage and front-ofhouse, including a brief view of rehearsals
of Verdi’s Nabucco.
The last quick visit that morning was to
the finely-restored Pierhead Building where
we watched an excellent film-cum-slide
show of the history of Cardiff Bay, from the
hey-days of exporting coal to today’s
recreation and tourist centre. After a
splendid substantial ‘light’ lunch at Bayside
Brasserie overlooking the Bay, it was Free
Time until the Banquet.
The Banquet was held in our hotel and 23
guests joined The Master’s party. With our
Honorary Chaplain and our Beadle, Hon
Liveryman Tony Parker with his wife Pam on
the Jolly as well, all the standard proceedings
were well taken care of, making this occasion
as superb as any of our Livery Dinners in
London. The Master proposed the toast to our
guests which was briefly responded to by
Windsor Coles MBE, Master of the
Worshipful Livery Company of Wales which
received its Charter earlier this year, the

Priest-in-Charge of Cardiff City Church and
Peter Beck, the Lord Lieutenant for South
Glamorgan. The Renter Warden presented a
fine, engraved Dartington glass claret jug to
The Master as a small token of appreciation
and gratitude from the Jolly participants for a
most charming and entertaining weekend.
Before a final toast to Glass, The Master
presented a gift to Past Master John Hitch in
recognition of his highly efficient
organisation of the four days which had gone
like clockwork.
Finally, on Sunday, we woke to – you
guessed it – another cracking sunny day for
the last formal event of the Jolly, morning
service at the nearby Cardiff parish church of
St John the Baptist, led by Rev. Canon Dr
Sarah Rowland Jones. We enjoyed some fine
singing; a stirring sermon from our Hon.
Chaplain on the theme of faith drives
inspiration; and, as a finale, our Master
played the very first performance of
“Heaven in ordinaire”, an organ voluntary
by Andrew Campling composed especially
for our 350th anniversary.
William Knocker

Glass Sellers enjoying pre-dinner drinks in the grounds of Cardiff Castle
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Pomp and circumstance through
the Glass Sellers’ looking-glass

The Procession forms up before entering the Egyptian Room

I

n the annals of our august Company,
with its reputation as one of the City’s
friendliest Liveries, can there ever have
been such a joyous and joyful occasion as
the 2014 Annual Banquet at The Mansion
House on 28 October?
Yet this year there seemed to be an
added sparkle to the glamour and glitter as
we were greeted by a Guard of Honour
found by The Rifles of the City of London
and North East Sector Army Cadet Force
in their smartly turned-out camouflage
uniforms at the top of the stairs.
The greeting by the Beadle and his
stentorian announcements of our names
led us to the receiving line headed by The
Master, and then to the champagne
reception, that always puts us in the ‘right’
frame of mind for this grandest of
Company events, duly recorded by the
official photographers.
All proceeded to custom, with a fanfare
to announce the arrival of the
Representative Lord Mayor Sir David
Wootton and Lady Wootton, and once
more there were formal photographs taken
until the Beadle’s ‘grand smash’ on the
huge tam-tam outside the Egyptian Hall
called us into dinner.
And that was when the fun started! We
waited patiently to begin the slow handclap to accompany the procession of the
dignitaries to the traditional March from
Scipio, only for the orchestra, The London
Banqueting Ensemble, to break into I do
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like to be beside the seaside as a tribute to
The Master’s home town. If anyone had
doubts as to the propriety of such an
action, the roar from the assembled
Company and guests, and the broad grin
on Sir David’s face dispelled such worries.
The menu, as usual at The Mansion
House, was beautifully chosen, prepared
and served, all to the dulcet strains of the
orchestra in the Musicians’ Gallery until
the final offering of The Post Horn Gallop
in which the two trumpeters at opposite
ends of the room battled out a series of
variations on the main theme that almost

brought the house down.
The Toasts were called first by The
Master to The Queen and Royal Family and
to The Lord Mayor and The City of London
Corporation. Sir David made a delightfully
informal formal reply to the City Toast.
Past Master Philip Willoughby donned his
accountant’s hat to welcome the guests, and
made great play with the visiting Masters by
referring to them not by name, but by the
‘number’ in the Order of Precedence, daring
them (and the Liverymen present) not to
recognise their own Company. They were, of
course, The Barbers, the Actuaries, the
Glaziers, the Launderers and the Master
Cutler in Hallamshire, while a special
mention was made of the Needlemakers,
who share 1664 with us as the year of their
350th anniversary.
The response on behalf of the guests was
made by Canon Roger Royle who will be
The Master’s Chaplain during his year as
Aldermanic Sheriff. Those of us who have
delighted in Canon Royle’s broadcasts and
writings were not disappointed this time,
either. We could see that the ‘Andrew and
Roger’ show will keep spirits high during
the Shrieval year.
After The Master’s call for the toast ‘To
Glass’ the distinguished procession lined up
again, this time without musical reference to
a certain place ‘noted for fresh air and fun’,
and reluctantly, oh so reluctantly, we left the
party content that The Master’s year had
been satisfactorily ‘crowned’.
Editor

The Musicians’ Gallery provides an excellent view of the Banquet

The Master Elect, Gwenllian Rhys,
looks forward to 2015

I

’m both honoured and delighted that the
Court has elected me to serve the
Company as Master in 2015. Following
Master Andrew’s footsteps will not be easy
but I am proud to have been associated with
the Company since 1983, being clothed in
the Livery in December 1993, and will do
my best to uphold the traditions of the
Company and its reputation in the City.
I wanted my year to have a theme that
emphasised the purpose of the Company
past, present and future, and provided a
framework for various activities.
My chosen theme is
INNOVATE | COMMUNICATE.
I hope that, above all, Liverymen will find
any changes refreshing and that as many of
you as possible will be able to participate
during the year.
I’ve already circulated information
about the Company’s key events and will
soon be able to tell you more about the
planned Jollies and other innovations that
will take place.

Glass Sellers’ Programme 2014
Sunday 23 November
Service in St James’ Garlickhythe and
informal luncheon
Thursday 11 December
Installation Dinner – Stationers’ Hall

Glass Sellers’ Programme 2015
Wednesday 18 February
Ravenscroft Innovation Lecture
Google Offices, Central St Giles
Tuesday 10 March
Court and Livery Dinner
Thursday 11 June
Court and Livery Dinner
Painter Stainers’ Hall
Thursday 24 September
Court and Livery Dinner – HQS Wellington
The Master Elect, Gwenllian Rhys

You can follow my year as Master on
Twitter (@GlassSeller) and email me on
master2015@glass-sellers.co.uk.
I look forward to meeting many of you at
the December Installation Dinner and
during my year.
Gwenllian Rhys

Thursday 22 October
Annual Banquet – The Mansion House

New to the Glass Sellers’ Company
Liverymen:
Steve Cahill
We bid him a hearty welcome

Youth Work at St Luke’s, Canning Town

I

want to start by thanking the Glass Sellers
for their ongoing financial support which
allows the youth work at St Luke’s to
continue to thrive. As a result of your
support young people in and around St
Luke’s are supported, assisted, encouraged
and challenged as they grow into the leaders
of tomorrow’s church and society. Through
this youth work it is my goal to see horizons
expanded, questions wrestled with,
behaviours challenged and hope encouraged.
It is a privilege to walk with young people in
both good and difficult times in life and to
share in their successes and distress.
There are currently around 18 teenagers at
St Luke’s church ranging from Year 7 all the
way through to Year 13, as well as a couple
of teenagers who have recently started
university who I support in my role as youth
worker. Week by week we meet together to
discuss life’s big questions through a group
that meets on Sunday where we eat some
pizza, build relationships, discuss relevant
topics for young people both in society and
as a result of today’s culture alongside faithbased issues too. In addition, a smaller
group meets on Wednesday nights for a
Bible study aimed at young people,
allowing more space for big questions to be
asked as faith is explored in an open,
relevant way.

On top of our two set groups I also
endeavour to regularly meet up one-on-one
with many of the teenagers in a mentoring
type relationship. This allows the young
people to discuss openly all areas of life they
wish to talk about, ask questions about or seek
advice. It is through these one-on-one
relationships that I’m able to support young
people in nearly every aspect of life. In these
discussions I have recently had the opportunity
to listen to young people as they expressed
confusions over what to do after school; how
they felt completely overwhelmed by exams
and were unsure of who to turn to due to
extreme pressure for results at home and at
school; I’ve supported one young person with
questions of how to deal with bullying and
another about how her family just annoy her.

Privilege
It is a real privilege to be the person young
people turn to with their questions and to be
the listening ears to the journey young people
are on. It is also great to see teenagers grow in
confidence in themselves and in what the
future could hold. Too many young people in
Britain today are growing up in broken homes,
in schools rotting under the pressure of exams
and results, held back by stereotypes and
crime statistics and with no one to turn to who
can listen to them without judgement and
simply give them a platform to share where

they are and what they would like to be. Thank
you for allowing me to be at St Luke’s to
support and walk with the young people here.
As well as working with the young people
around St Luke’s church I am also fortunate
enough to work in St Luke’s primary school.
I work mostly with Year 6 offering one-onone support in literacy, maths and life. Also,
I support some of the children who struggle
socially during lunch time in the hope that
with increased support they can join in with
the other children and grow in their
interpersonal skills. With the rest of the St
Luke’s church team I also deliver weekly
assemblies. Year 6 is an intense year in our
primary schools with preparation for SATS,
the onset of the first stages of puberty and the
transition to secondary education to be
negotiated. It is so worthwhile for the school
and for the young people to have another
person available to help those who are
struggling academically and socially.
Youth work at St Luke’s is busy. There is
never a shortage of young people to support
and work with. It is both enormously
rewarding and challenging in equal measures.
Thank you for standing with us at St Luke’s
and giving us this platform to inspire,
encourage, challenge and walk with so many
teenagers in so many areas of their lives.
Amy Stott
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Glass Sellers see work progressing on Artful

A

party of nine Glass Sellers, led by
The Master, congregated at the
Majestic Hotel in Barrow at 12.30pm on
Monday 21 July.
PM John Whiteman and Caroline
Whiteman, Edgar Mobbs and John Savage
had made their own way up to Barrow,
however the remainder led by the Master
had enjoyed a hearty Virgin Breakfast on
the train from Euston, namely Richard
Katz, Bill Chesshyre, Andrew Brocket and
PM Richard Lawman.
We were met by three members of the
crew, Lt Chris Purvis who had made all
the arrangements, Lt Pete Gow and Lt
Gez Green who conveyed us through the
very tight security system into the BAe
Yard in which the crew have their
Wardroom and other facilities. We were
entertained to lunch by the Commanding
Officer, Cdr Scott Bower, and other
members of the crew, during which The
Master and Cdr Bower made brief
speeches of welcome and exchanged gifts
celebrating our association with Artful
and our 350th Anniversary.

Building the Astute Class
We were then conveyed to the BAe
Boardroom where we met Brian Benn of
BAe, who had joined what was then
Vickers Shipbuilders in the mid-1970s and
is now responsible for entertaining all
outside visitors to the shipyard. He ran
through a brief history of the shipyard
where submarines have been built since
the beginning of the 20th century and then
gave a visual display and talk on the
building of the Astute Class of submarine
of which Artful is the third to be

Modern submarines are huge! This is HMS Audacious, sister boat to Artful, on the building blocks

constructed. He took us through the
design and the construction of the boat
from a sheet of heavy steel from France
(unfortunately we do not make the quality
of steel suitable in the UK) through to the
assembly of all the components in the
Construction Hall, built in the late-1980s.
He also introduced us to the proposed
Successor Class of boat which may
replace the present Vanguard Class which
are equipped with Trident missiles. If
these vessels get the go ahead from the
government in 2016, the first vessel
should enter service in 2028.

From plate shop to pontoon

After the lecture Brian took us on a tour
of the yard commencing in the fabrication
shop where the plates are
rolled into rings which
will form the hull of the
boat and are formed into
the
various
shapes
required. We then moved
into the Construction Hall
where we were able to
inspect the three boats in
various
stages
of
construction, the final
seventh boat still being in
plate form. We viewed
these from one of the
galleries some 15m above
the shop floor. Finally we
Glass Sellers, BAe staff and Submariners in the Boardroom at BAe
descended to ground level

and moved onto the ship lift which was
used to “launch” Artful into the water
earlier this year. Unfortunately we could
only inspect “our boat” from a distance,
floating serenely in the dock.

Sea trials
The expectation is that Artful will be
ready for her sea trials in the spring of
2015 and once these have been completed
successfully will travel to her base at
Faslane (still part of Britain!). We have
been promised a further visit when we
expect to have the opportunity of a trip on
board; however we may have to travel to
Faslane to achieve this.
We returned to the hotel for a wellearned drink and to prepare for
entertaining five members of the crew, the
three who had been with us all day
together with Cdr Scott Bower and Lt Cdr
Murray Adam. We enjoyed an excellent
meal whilst we all got to know one another
better which was one of the main purposes
of the trip. After dinner we adjourned to
the bar and enjoyed a drink or three into
the small hours.
It had been a very full day and we left in
the morning to go our various ways, the
Master leaving at the crack of dawn as he
had a meeting in London which he could
not miss.
We all look forward to the next time we
get to see our boat.
Richard Lawman
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